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"HE Author of thee Es54%45 
and Mzpirarioxs Was a 


the. — 5 diligent, and. 1 e 


7 


practice of phyſic, for more than 
twenty ſix years, (but long before £ 
the. advance. of age, with its 4 
appendages, bad, difbled.; bim 


I415 


continue that Practice,) he reolred 
upon giving up the hurry of buſi. 
neſs ;. chat he might. find more lei- n 
ſure. to mind the important con- 
cerns of Zeeb auge or. i, he 


«. of 3 be was goings” 


1 W207 
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Thai his: ets was delt 
berately formed, upon ſerious con- 
II gh — ey 
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__ *, Aa Ca 
Gleritidn of the duty, the dlffebk 
nes, and conſequences of ſuch re- 
ceſs, appears, not only f from” the fl 
of thoſe elfays, but from His con 
duct afterwards ; 3 for, in the laſt 
ten Fears of is life, He declined 
being em ployed as a phyſician, fave 
only to them, whoſe narrow cir- 


ſc c 


cumſtances forbid their acceſs to the 
beft advice, and proper med licines, 
| both which they were fürs to find 
with him, at no expence. How he 
ſpent this retirement, may be con 
cluded from the foll owing. papers, 
now prit n 


ed from his" own man- 
feript, —He' Jett") flo tire order for 
making th em public; 6nly deſired 

they might be put into my hands 
in the:event of his death: But, as it 
has been obferved; that the works 
ef "fone" liymen,' (Paſchal Boyle 
x: - Netlon, 


e v. 7 

8 Nelſon, Addiſon, Forbes, PRE on 

Ie ſide of religion, have been more 
attended to, and read with leſs pre 

judice, than thoſe of many among 

the clergy; to the ſame good pur 


t 
1 poſe, I thought the publication of 
them was a duty incumbent on me, 


Jin an age when ſuch W 
e wanted. 


' Hap the ſelf- denial of this excels | 

ent perſon: allowed his name to be 

"MY prefixed to theſe papers, it. would 

have quickened the demand. for 

chem, and rendered the pre fixing 

of this advertiſement — _ 
by the g . 
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Or E ues have beautifully | 
deſcribed the charms of retire- 
ment, and the ha ppineſs of 
thoſe who are maſters of their own 
time, and can employ it in works 
and contemplations, fuitable to the 
duty and dignity of a rational being, 
who muſt give! an account ol __ 5 


ed with the human heart, have de- 
claimed warmly againſt retirement, 
appealing to daily experience, which 
ſhews, that all who quitted buſineſs, 
ſoon had reaſon to repent of their 
raſhneſs, as having, in effec, con- 

| OS -. demned 


actions DSG 
OTHERS Age, bene acquaint- 5 


1 


demned themſelves to perpetual I op 
gloomineſs and melancholy... _ c 
As thoſe authors have viewed re- ¶ fic 
tirement in different lights, we need 
not wonder that their ſentiments a- | fir 
bout it are ſo different. There is no WM go 
doubt, that moſt of thoſe who did in 
retire from bufineſs, ſeem to have Ml hn 
been diſcontented in retirement, and co 
would gladly return to their former 
employments, could they return with 
decency; but it is equally certain, 
that ſuch unſteady minds have not 
previouſly èonſidered how their time 
was to be filled up, and their thoughts ſe 
employed in retirement, before they to 
determined to relinquiſh their re- 
ſpective profeſſions or occupations. MW ſh 
You, pleaſe yourſelf, my dear MW to 
friend; (as perhaps all men in buſi- P. 
neſs do) with the hopes of eaſe and 


Fceſs 1 in ſome period of your; lite; 
"wr me Jeare, therefare, to offer my 
opinion 


* „ — 


% 


— * 
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fs 


opinion of what may be previouſly 
neceſſary to make ens n in e 
ſituation. 

No man ought to retire from bu- | 
ſineſs while he has youth and vi- 
gour to purſue it. If he retires thro' | 


| indolence, or voluptuouſneſs, beſides 
hurting himſelf, he is unjuſt to the 


community, which cannot ſubſiſt 
comfortably without the mutual la- 
bour and aid one of another: And 
if he retires from a motive of religi- 
on toward God, he leaves half the 
taſk unpertormed for which he was 
{ent into the world, by being uſelels : 
to his neighbours. 

ON the other hand, an old man 
ſhould not, thro' covetouſneſs, chooſe 
to fink * under the burden of his 
profeſſion, rather than throw it a- 


9 Quintilian tells, with regret, concerning Do- 
mitius Afer, malle eum e quam de ſ inere. 


l 
ſide; but if his circumſtances will 
give him leave, ſhould decently make 
his retreat from the buſy world, be- 

fore his faculties. are impaired, and 
he becomes the ſubject of cenſure or 
ridicule; and eſpecially, before it be 
too late to ſearch and know his own 
heart; which is a leſſon harder to 

learn, and more important, than 
. perhaps he may imagine?” :- 

A MAN's circumſtances ought to 
be independent before he pretends 
to quit bufineſs, either by being 

- maſter of a large eſtate, which will 
enable him to live in aMuence ; ot, 
by levelling his mind to a moderate 

fortune, and by having ſuch an ab- 
ſolute command over his appetites, 
that they ſhall not deſire any gratr 

fication but what he can innocently 
and conveniently afford. 

Tux maſters of overgrown. e. 

ſtates, got in buſineſs, rarely know 

S180] 2 When 


f 


vhen they have enough; or, if ever 

hey think of a retreat, it is too com- 
monly from a vain affectation of 5 
ſpending in empty ſhow, and inho- 
ſpitable grandeur, a ſmall part of 

what was amaſſed, perhaps, by ra- 
pine or parſimony. Such undifci- 
plined minds can form no notion of 

a wiſe or virtuous retirement. 

A MAN of a moderate fortune 
(for it is to ſuch I write) has ſeveral 

things to conſider with reſpect to 
himſelf, and, to his connexions in 

life, before he ventures on retire- 
ment. He ought, in the firſt place, 5 
to be ſo far acquainted with bis own 

heart, as to be fully ſatisfied that no 

feeds of covetouſnefs lurł there, 
which may ſpring up to his diſ- 
quiet; leſt, by throwing himſelf out 

of an employment, which added | 
daily to his income, his equanimity. . | 
thould Nagger, and he ſhould be- 

1 „ come 
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comeafraid of poverty, after his gai 
has run into other channels; and hi 
* repentance will avail him nothing 
i Let him never quit buſineſs hof 
bear is tainted with avarice, othe 
wiſe he will become his family's to 
mentor, and his own ;- and his fran 
tic terrors of imaginary wants w 
be ſure to poiſon every We 1 a 

he poſſeſſes. 
HE muſt, in the next plac ad th 
eſpecial care not to retire on accouni an 
| of any difguſt or peeviſly humour la 
into which he has been thrown by th 
__ diſappointments: or bad uſage. ir 
CC 
a 
vv 


er, ſhould be his inducement 

to quit buſineſs, he muſt always con- 
tinue on the fret, otherw¾iſe he will 
Io0ſe his reliſh for retirement. No 
| wmiſe man, furely, would build any n. 
important reſolution upon a tranſi- h 

ent humour, which may ſoon change, 

and leave him to reflect with regret 

105 8 on 
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on his raſh conduct, when perhaps: 5 
it is too late to rectify his error. 

He muſt; in the third place, con- 
ſider, that it is not an eaſy matter 
to ſubdue old and ſtubborn habits: 
A round of buſmeſs, in which an 
induſtrious: man has moved, from 
morning to night, for many years, 
in which he knew how to employ. 
every hour of his time, and often 
thought theſe hours too ſhort; ſuch 
an habitual round, I ſay; muſt at 
laſt become natural to him. To be, | 
therefore, abruptly: thrown out of it 
by retirement, where every ſpring : 
of action is altered or loſt, muft diſ- 
concert him, and prove irkſome. I 
a man has not previouſly conſidered ou 
what he was about to do; if he has 


not gradually weaned himſelf from 


his uſual attachments; and, abo]¹? 
all, if he has not ſteadily reſolved 
to fill up, with fore new: employ- 


A | _ mn 


* 


| f-xouſe him, no preſent gain to allure 


- . * 
* 


of his former buſineſs muſt make m 
his time, he will, like a fiſh out of 
water, pant after his natural ele- 
ment. Retirement will become like 
a priſon to him; he knows not how 
to employ his thoughts; and bis 
mind will grow torpid through in- 
action. There is now no paſſion to 


him, no variety to engage his atten» 
' tion as formerly, and no- pleaſing 
- intercourſe with perſons converſant 
in the ſame ſtudies, or aſſiduous in I of 
the ſame. purſuits, to footh or re- 
lieve him. Every. moment there- n 
fore feels tedious to him, and he falls li. 
inſenſibly into a dejection of ſpirits, 
+. which, by precluding: the hopes of e. 

good, and: magnifying: the appre- MW ;; 
benſions of evil, readers him com- WW 4 
_ Pletely wretched. / This is a rock f 


* e ui and good men have WW q 
It) ſtruck. 


N 12 5 
ſtruck on, tho, by a little previous 
reflection, it might have been eaſily 
avoided ; for I was well acquainted. 
with an old man retired from buſi- 
neſs, whoſe time was ſo regularly 
employed, that when any unuſual 
occurrence broke in upon his little 
ſcheme, (as he called it) he thought 
himſelf obliged to quicken his dili-- 
gence next day, in order to recover 
the hours he had loſt by chat inter- 
ruption. 
Bur beſides judging deliberately 4 
of his power over lis own appetites, '. 
paſſions and habits, a man muſt 
likewiſe attend to his connetions in 
life. If he has children, it is dan-- 
gerous to quit buſineſs, becauſe, in 
caſe of unforeſeen misfortunes, they 
maſt be involved in his difficulties, 
tho' they have not his firmneſs to 
ſupport them. If he has a wife, he 
| ſhould never retire without her deli-- 
; berate 


her to contentment and reſignatio 
in all events: For ſuppoſe him u 
have any humanity, her ſufferings 


:he has prevailed with her, againf 
ber inclination, to put her patience 
to ſo ſevere a trial. Nay, if a man 


muſt be conſidered, that as intereſt 
is the ſtrongeſt band of union and 
good will among men, ſo he, whoſe 


* 10 ih 
Bente mb of bis deGgn ol 
and without an equal diſpoſition i 


( (ſhould any happen) muſt afffict him 
more than his own, eſpecially, i 


has relations of merit who depend 
upon him, humanity requires (in 
Caſe his eſtate be not ſufficient to 
maintain them and himſelf) that he 
ſhould defer his retirement, until he 
can ſettle them in a rational way of 
maintaining themſelves 4 their 
-own induſtrx. 

LASTLY, with regard to one's 
eld companions and neighbours, it 


pro- 


& 


by ; 2 _ hs, a - : * vg * 5 
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feffion 18 anyway: dae ”m 
Wis is neh ow will be ſure to poſ-” | 
els their eſteem; but when once 
iche has relinquiſhed that employ- "i 
gent, which was the fource of the | 
ureſpect paid him, he muſt expect 
go be {lighted by thofe, whoſe inte- 
t alone induced them to ' careſs - 
him. Such neglect may at firſt, in- 
deed, give ſome uncaſineſs to a ge- 
nerous and diſintereſted mind; bur 
that uneaſineſs will ſoon: be remo- 
ved, when one reflects that it is no- 
Griall pleaſure to have an opportu-: | \ 8 
nity of diſtinguiſhing real from pre- 
tended friendſhips; and that the- | 
coldneſs of narrow hearts; which 
mind only their oww particular in- 
eereſt, deſerves: rather to be pies 
chan reſenteee. 7 
LET us now take a view of the, | 
other fide, and ſuppoſe that a man 
has been guilty of no previous im- 
prudence, 


=> 


fraud, flattery, diſſimulation, in 
* temperance and revenge; and, in 
their ſtead, to enjoy a ſerenity of 


— 


down a proper plan for the employ- 
ment of his time. In ſuch a caſe, 


tuation, at leaſt to old age. Are 


long prevented his attention to things 
af ſtill greater moment; an exem- 


" * K N 3 * * —— * = . ** _ n _ 
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prudence, with regard to his intend 
ed retreat, and that he has laid 


retirement ſhould be a delightful f 


ceſs from the fatigue, anxiety, diſ 
ſipation and diſappointments which 
attend buſineſs, and which bad 16 


ption from temptations to envy, 


mind, undiſturbed by the falſe pur- 
ſiits/Kwpertinencies, infincerity, and 
ſnares öf a buſy life; and to have 
leiſure for recollection and amend- 
ment: If a man has a juſt regard 
to the longeſt part of his duration, 
ſuch a Ant ſhould make him 


happy 


- | Bur 


” * 


are ready ro-inerude upon that ſtare; | 
and many virtues to be cultivated, 
ſufficient to give us full employment 
for every day of our lives, if we care- 
fully attend to them. I fhall, for a 
ſpecimen, name only two of each 
ſort, of the vices, peeviſhneſs and 
oth, and of the virtues, L er | 
and beneficence. - ; 
" AMONG the vices apt Py haunt 
retirement, is peeviſÞmeſs.. When a 
man ſtands no longer in need of his 
friends, toward carrying on his a- 
fairs with ſucceſs, he often loſes that 
complaiſance which made him for- 
merly agreeable, and ſometimes con- 
tracts a fretfulneſs and moroſeneſs 
of temper, which grow upon him 
by indulgence. Inſtead of comply- 
ng with others in their innocent 
B bumouss 
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Hhumours or amuſements, he ſtudies 
only to pleaſe. himſelf. He |diſey- 
vers a dogmarical fafliciency, anda 

; bluntneſs in his converſatiom and 
behaviour, which, increaſing by de 
grees, render him at laſt odious tg 
his former companions, and inſup 
portable 'to! his d⁹n famity, when 
the ſtorm falls heavieſt; But Bob 
ungenerous and indecent is it to in. 
dulge ſuch a habit! Is it not both 
mean and imprudent to exa ſperat 
thoſe! Who ſtudy to pleaſe us? I 
there io gratitude due for-benefin 
ve have received Do we ceaſe u 
be ſocial creatures, becauſe we hare 
Auitted buſineſs? What true ſatis 
faction can remain to him, whoſt 
Tufticiry has driven all his difint 
reſted friends away!: That ſoul mull 
b beer itxdeed, "which feels 10 
joy in /pleafing others. And tho 
ve OO gen 4 Peeriſh or 2 
ain TOle 
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es ne to be, in other reſpects, 
virtuous; yet ſtill ſuch a cynical 
virtue has much fewer charms than 
chat which is attended with a mu- 
of tual intercourſe of humanity and 
te good humour, and See z chih 10 
b all-our ocher bieffings- "VET. 223 
ANOTHER eee i 
into our retreat, is th. When a 
1M man thinks that he has made a com- 
4 fortable-provifien for old age; and 
of finds himſelf no longer obliged to 
teil for his daily fubſiſtence, be is 
of apt: to fall from his former hurry, 
of into the contrary extreme of floth. 
el and"1ndolence, to rife Tate; and to 
ay exerciſe aſide. But to this « con- 
duc, withont calling in any mo- 
Ml ral confider ation, we need only op- 
poſe health; for he Who, from much 
exerciſe in the courſe of his buſieſa, 
ſinks into lazineſs and indolence, 
. maſt certainly i impair his. health, 
| B. 2. and 2 


"To , , 


3 Wen his days. Thie humour 
which were kept in circulation by 
exerciſe, will ſtagnate and grow a- 
- - _crimonious- by ſloth, and bring on 
ſuch complaints as muſt make his 
life miſerable, Reaſon and exper» 
cnce verify this obſervation; and he 
who thinks otherwiſe, will ſoon be 
brought to. eee by 1 dif 
f a . 
3 Or the: virtues to be Peaciiſod i 11 
3 mien n, J have alſo named twa 
e ys each of 
Which 


4 


* 'Tho' F 
condition of if, it is more particularly fo in rern. 
ment; becauſe, in caſe of unexpected loſfes, you 
have no reſource but in this virtue; whereas, whil 
you. continue in buſineſs, you may repair your for 

tune by increaſing your diligence. , 
Beneſicence alſo ſhould be more deeply rooted i in 
the heart, after a man has retreated, than it um 
before, leſt he ſhould tbink the diminution of hi 
income, from laying down his employment, 2. good 
NE GN carity, which is no # 
polog 
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C's. 
hich is difficult to be attained, Pry 


e extremely conducive co happi- 
neſs It is not eaſy to acquire a ha- 
bit of reſignation to the Heime will b 
for when we have formed our 'own - 
paws comer we imagzte, with pru- 
dence and caution, we conclude, 
tharthey ought 3 
to our wiſhes; and if they miſcar- 
ry, we are apt to murmur at the dif 
penſations of providence, and' think | 

our fate hard; tho it-frequen 
happens that, had they taken effect, 
we muſt inevitably have been Sul 
ned. But can any thing be more a- 
greeable to Tight reaſon, more be. 
Newer RN ignranit creatures, | 


3.3CT 3:3 


WED” 2 
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pology at all ; for a WORE obliged wo do Rus - 

much good in a. voluntary retirement as he did in 

ſacks, and has nn, right ta let bis retreat in) 
hoſe who de dend upon his aſſſltance, how neceſſa- 

of ere de d) ft ie dey Nam Fn e 

theptions (13. % it att nn 2397, - 
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to our peace of mind, than an entin 
reſignation to the diſpoſal of that 
Being, who has infinite wiſdom 1 


and infinite goodneſs to direct what: 
ever can relate to our /happineſ 
Moſt certain it is, that he loſes the 
higheſt felicity which can be enjoy 
2 on earth, who does not, with 
ul acquieſcence, rely on the 
| being, and, with a thank: 
ful heart, eee his been 
e 1 fd etiongs foe 
n is a vir- th 
tue difficult to be attained, . becauſc Pr 
our ſympathy with people in diſtreſs ¶ or 
is painful to us, and the aſſiſtance 10 
we propoſe to give them, may coſt 
us labour, time, or money; and — 

more extenſive, one's charity i is, the tt 
greater ill is; the trouble and ex- 
0 attending it. But the expe- 
8 dieney 


4 
* p 


1 F 
diency of this virtue is manifeſt; 
for ſince we muſt-have: ſome inter- 
courſe with mankind, as long as we 
live, and ſince no man knows 
whether he may not himſelf ſtand 
in need of help before he leaves the 
world, we cannot; in juſtice or de- 
unleſs we are ready toſhew⸗kindneſs 
in our turn. Love and be beloved, is 
a maxim. eſtabliſhed by every man's 
experience. And the great Father 
„of the univerſe, . knows — 
- the moſt miſerable 2 the'foek 
NN procal aid one of another; has, for 
our own intereſt, commanded us to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves. 
BEsipks, as we can make no re- 
compence to God for his continual fa- 
vours to us, e ſhould ſhew oungrati- 
tude to him by our kindneſs to his 
creatures, and be glad, at his 250 | 
E 7 © 
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ſie, and for his ſake, to do al the! 
good we can to our neighbour... 10! 

Having thus lightly. touched 
vpon a few of the many virtues we 
ought 1 cultivate, and the many 
errors we ought 80 avoid in retire 
ment, E ſnhall only add a very ſhort 
Kketch of the proper employment of 
every day, to prevent our minds 
from growing torpid, our health 
from being impaired, and our hours 


| from becoming tedious to us, łHr 


4 


LE barred . bas retired from 


nery morning earl 28 becellsctng 
his paft life, im mending his heart, 


and in preparing hirgſelf, after fuc 
a manner, as may ive him hopes 


of meeting with a -gractous Tet 
8 
on at that awfal tribunal, Rl | 


by the courſe of nature, be well 


Let hirn, in tHe next 
Place, 


Wen ien es a 


* * ; 
ef place, do ſomething in his o pro- 
feſſion, according to his capacity, 
d and the opportunities of improve- 
e 
4 


ment which he has had, allowing 
no day to paſs away without draw- 
ing, (in imitation of Apelles) at leaſt, 
tone line; and let him always com- 
mit the reſult of his thoughts to wri- 
ting, that he may have recourſe to 
it when be pleaſes, and not be ob- 
liged, either to redouble his labour, 
or loſe: what he. has acquired, chen 
his memory may chance to be im 
paired. Let him then (if the wea- 
ther will permit) ride or walk a- 
broad to partake of thoſe rural plea- 
ſures, which ſo greatly contribute 
to n ol body and. mages of 


3 


n Fea ths charm defrigtion hich the young ; 
er Pliny gives of the uninterrupted regularity of 
Spur inna, whom he propoſes for his model, if ever 
b es e, ed g. TOR i. lib. 3.7 3 
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mind. What can gratify à man's 
ſenſes or reaſon: more, than to vien 
che various productions of the fields 
and to contemplate the wonderful 
contrivance of providence in their 
gradual increafe, from the: opening 
Feed to the perfrct plant? Whats 
mazing variety of inimitable bear 
ties does the floriſt diſcern in the 
hyacinth, che tun, the ranunculus, 


aApricula and palyand umz andi @ 
aber flowers of the different ſenſbns 


Or i he chnoſes ta raiſe his cer from 
thoſe: ſmaller objects to the great 
| works of nature; what can fill the) 
Foul with a more awful idea ofthe 
author of our being, and with 3 
greater complaceney in his protear 
on, than the magnificent proſpeds 
of hills, lawns. and rivers ;-: moun- 
tains, feas and foreſts;, with the au- 
guſt view: of. the heavens; malt: of 
es: one may behold from many 


4 


| TW] . 
delightful ſpots in Great Britain. 
But if he cannot go abroad, let him, 
within doors, employ himſelf in 
ſorne botily heres e, of which a 
great variety may be contrived. | Af- 
ter this is done, he may ſpend the 
remainder of the day in viſiting ani 
obliging his; neighboœum, or-in ſuch 
innocent -recreations and amuſe- : 
ments as may be moſt agreeable to 
his taſte; and then cloſe the evening 
as he began the motning. 
Ix a word, let him be careful to 
keep his mind fully and: xatiohaly x 
employed for the preſent, and his 
proſpect ſerene for the future, But, 
x to prevent the laſs of that health 5 
© which gives a reliſn to all other en- 
joyments, let him not neglect the 
practice of temperance and daily ex— 2 

er ci. g 
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ops 'D eu be: Abdi e 
no chree periods. The farſt 
may be called vigorous or green 
old age, —_ may, in good confti- 
tutions, - be -duppoſed. to extend 
from a to ſeventy. The ſecond 
may be called declining or ſtooping 
old age, and may be fuppoſed to 
reach from ſeventy to fourſcore. 
And the third period, which (unleſs 
che conſtitution is extraordinarily 
good) may juſtly be termed decre- 
Pit or helpleſs old age, creeps on 
from fourſcore to the concluſion of 
life. When, therefore, we ſpeak of 
the happineſs-or dignity of old ape, 
we generally take in no more than 
the two periods from ſixty to four - 
core; 3-4 


1 5 


ſcore; for {as we ſhall obferve in 
he ſequel) to defire an extreme old 
age, or immortality on earth, in the 
' N condition of human nature, 
rould be the moſt abſurd with that 
er was conceived; and, it Obtain- 
d, the moſt pernicious. 2 
How invaluable a bleſſing is a 
FOR chearful, and healthy old 
ge, when the judgment, arrived at 
fall maturity, diſplays more Arength 
nd beauty than ever it did before! 
But ſuch a felicity is not common, 
and therefore, ſome of the ancients 
vould not allow old age to be any 
better * than a middle ftate between 
health and ſickneſs, while others cab | 
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led it che moſt odious * and v wretcl 
ed period of human life. 
Ho ſhall theſe different oPin 
ons be reconciled? The truth i 
ſome conſtitutions are naturally ſ 
infirm from their infancy, that ſcarce 
could Eſculapius himſelf (to uſe G: 
len's phraſe f) keep them alive t: 
threeſcore, If ſuch conſtitution 
ſhould, by extreme care, ſometime 
hve to grow old, their age, like'ther 
youth, muſt be ſubject to many 
complaints, and may properly e 
nough be called a middle flate be] 
tween Sol; and dernen 1 


| * Pleriſque * dick. eſt 3 ut .onus | 
Etna gravius dicant ſuſtinere. C ato pad 
de ſenect. 

- + Sunt enim, qui ab ĩpſo e improfſfe 
ſunt corporis ſtatu, ut, ne ſi Æſcula pium by ide 
ipſum iis pracfeceris, vel ſexageſimum annum videaui 
De ſan. tuend. lib. i. cap. 12. ver. Latin, 
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15 alſo true, that eri vio- 
lence may render age, as well as 
youth, unhappy. But when we con- 
fider old age ſingly, and apart from 
thoſe contingent circumſtances, we 
ſhall find that the diftreſs incident 
to that period ariſes, for the moſt 
part, from the fault of the man, and 

not of his years; and that the rio- 

touſneſs or imprudence * of youth 
| 8 A or 


One fort of imprudence, innocent indeed and | 
bewitching, but fatal-to a tender conſtitution, is a. 
too eager and aſſiduous application to ſtudy. Pity 


body, and give it no reſpite, until worn out by ex- 
ceſſive fatigue, in a few years, it ſinks under the” 
yoke, and (if I may uſe that expreſſion) cruſhes the 
mind'in its fall; whereas, in a moderate purſuit of 
knowledge, both body and mind might have con- 
tinued chearful and healthy to old age. Thus fell 
lamented, by all that had the good fortune to know 
bm, after he had broke bis conſtitution by 


ſtudying 


it is, that a vigorous mind ſhould harraſs a delicate 
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or manhood (if "ONES: © Aro 
life in its prime) commonly. ſow,th 
leeds. which gradually grow up an- 
afflict old age. Such afflictions 
therefore, ought to be charged on 
the vices and errors from which they 
ſprung, and not imputed as the ne 

equence of age, which yea 
is often free from them. ſon 
IIx is equally unjuſt to impute ane 
{ fach evils, to what is called a mans Ian 


ſtudying fourteen hours of almoſt every day, for ſe- olc 
veral years. He was indeed juſtly admired, for his 
immenſe literature, and for the candour and probity 
5 of kis beart, which was open and frank, without I mer 
the leaſt tincture of oſtentation or ſuſficleney. Howl ow. 
warm was his friendſhip, and how ready to commu · _... 
nicate ] But why ſhould a good man ſhorten his da per 
in the purſuit of any ſcience? A. vain and tranſient ¶ Ch 

All 

An 


fame, after he is gone, will make him no recom- 
: And when he ſhall mingle with ſuperior 

pirits, he will ſoon perceive how ſmall, compara - 
tirely, was all that treaſure of knowledge which he 
took. ſo much pains to accumulate. 


. 


hard fate or misfortune“; for, ge- 4 
nerally ſpeaking, that is but a ſofter 


name for his miſconduct. In like 
manner, f peeviſhneſs, avarice and : 
cenſoriouſneſs, with which age is 
reproached, ſhould be aſcribed to 
mens bad morals, and not to their 
years; ſince we daily ſee young per- 
ſons who are fretful and covetous, I 
and old people who are complaiſant, 

and generous to a high degree. And. 

tho' it muſt be allowed that ſome 

old inen, re to all 8 . dictates 


3 4 178 11 
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men accuſe the Gods for misfortunes which, their * 

own folly brings upon them: _ " 

, ailiow)'an, 6c.  OdyM. u. + => wn 

Perverſe mankind ! Vdc wills created free, 

Charge all their woes on abſolute decree; 

All to the dooming Gods their guilt tranſlate, _ 

And follies are miſeall'd the crimes of fte. Bxoow. 

+ Quaerit, et inventis miſer abſtinet, et t time ur. — 
Difficilis, querulus- | 


— enſor, caſtigatorque minorum. H R. 
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of reaſon and religion, perſiſt i 
| theſe vices, it muſt be alſo conf led. 
that the propenſity towards them 
appeared early in life, and did not 
commenee with its laſt ſtages. Let 
us ſuppoſe an old man of good. ſta 
7 mina, unhurt by former exceſſes of : 


ny kind, and trained up in a virtnou no 
5 courfe from which he has rarely de lig 
viated; can we call hitm-wrerched*'Wf ro, 
ſo far from it, that ſueh a man, by ou 
obſerving a few. neceſſary rules, within 
rrgard to his health, may enjoy aff a 
Ansnrger ſhare of happineſs than ever un 
de did before. Nay, ſome great ge- lif 
i niuſes of anriquity went ſo far, 28 be 
to affirm that old men were ann ra 
cular fayoarites of Heaven Þ TO 
1 
je Profefts Ass, nefus ell be ni. Po fr 
talem ſenectutem. Cic. de ſenect. a vi 

t Abdralos Tyuecs. Taaidlige are 121 
xXiii. lin. 788. P 
| Di immoral Gods ee good ld man. 2 It 
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I Cicero's nennen 2 
Senettute, we read of a multitude 
of. great men among the Romans, 
whoſe age was highly uſeful to theit 
country, and pleaſant to themſebves. 

If we believe Cornaro (and there 
is no reaſon to ſuſpect his veracity) 
no period of life cauld be more de- 
lightful chan his age was. But Corna- 
ro, you will ſay, lived over abſtem © 
oully and preciſely, cating and drink 
ing by weight and meaſure, which is 
a ſervitude too mean and ſelfiſi to be 
undergone for the ſake of a tranſient 
life, that, with all our care, cannot -- 
be ſtretched to any conſiderable du-- 
ration. I will allow, that Corna 
ro's ſcrupulous: regularity was well 
adapted to his delicate and lender. 
frame; but chen : is: method of wr” 
ving is by no means neceſſary, or- 
proper to be imitated by thoſe of a 
more. vigorous . conſtitution. The 
272 | late 
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E 
late excellent biſhop of Worceſter, 
doctor Hough, eat fleſh meat ſuffi- 
cientto ſatisfy his appetite; and dranł 
ſome wine and ſtrong beer every 

day; and yet lived in good health 
and ſpirits, with the perfect uſe of 
all his limbs and ſenſes to ninety 
three, and upwards. As to his men- 
tal faculties, they ſeemed to be ra- 
ther improved than impaired by 
time. Diſtinguiſhed as he was, by 


ran 
hae 


the, benevolence of his heart, he was ſce 
no leſs ſo by his polite accompliſh ¶ ſca 
ments, and a peculiar elegance and I pe: 
- dignity appeared in all he did and I th 
aid, to he laſt moment Aa amb 
able life. is 9G th 
How 9 and tas is he ex 
view that Philologus of Ravenna I pc 
* us t ſeveral Venetian i ſenators, re 
; al 

* Do vin homin. n at an, pro- 


ducenda. 
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every one at leaſt an hundred years: 
old, who frequently appeared in pu- 
blic together, in his younger days; 
venerable with their white locks and 
magnificent robes; attracting almoſt 
the - adoration; of the beholders. 
This was the lovely effect, ſays our 
author, of moderation and tempe- 
rance, which he never expected to- 
ſee again ſince luxury and avarice 
had unhappily gained ſo great an a- 
ſeendant, that, in his latter days, 
ſcarcely did one noble Venetian aps - 
pear in public, who had. ATIVE, 

the age of ninety. | 
You will tell me perkaps, that: 
theſe gentlemen, and. the Romans 
extolled by Cicero, were rich and 
powerful, which made their age 
and poverty be ſupported together? 
Cicero aſſures us chat the poet En- 
: Aus 


1 


nius . ſupported himſelf under both 
with great nn : - Virgil 
old Corycian * gardener was as hap- 
Py as a king. Many of the ancient 
philoſophers lived chearfully under 
a load of years and poverty, declar- 
ing, that if their wealth was ſmall, 
their wants were ſtill ſmaller, '* And 
furely, it was not owing to their ri 
ches or power, that the firſt hermits, 
who retired from the world to avoid 
perſecution, lived fo long, and fo ſe- 
ny in their defarts. 
© WovLD you know theſe Gre 
nions of age, which make it happy 
in poverty as well as in wealth, their 
names are virtue, uſeful learning 
and health. To- e virtue in 


<>. Ita: ferebat duo, quae "FOES putantur onerz, 
paupertatem et ſenectutem, ut cis pene gelectari vi · 
gcretur. Cic. de ſenect. 
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old age, a man 0 have been, from 
his infancy, trained up in the con- 
ſtant practice thereof. The neglect 
of early diſcipline is the great and 
fatal error chat ſo frequently makes 
youth ſtubborn, manhood. worth- 
leſs, and age miſerable. If parents 
(according to the excellent advice of 
Mr. Locke*) would accuſtom their 
children, from their firſt dawn of 
reaſon, to, controul their appetites 
and paſſions, and do always what 
is right, in {ſpite of their inclination 
to the contrary, a ſhort time would 
make them find the road to virtue 
ſſmooth and eaſy. And if they would 
farther teach 1 children this 
grand and important ſecret, viz. 

| "TORE learn early to contract and 


— 


-- 


2 See his book en education. | - 

Si ad naturam vives, nunquam eris panper, fi 
ad opinionem, nunquam eris we! en apud 
_ epilt. 16. | 
leſſen 


1 


eſſen their wants, world : beſtow 
more real happineſs and content. 
ment than to increaſe their riches: 
 Fach inftruQtions would lay the firf 
and moſt ſolid foundation for the 
future felicity of their children. Bu 
when parents, through indulgence 
or inadvertency, have neglected pro- 
per diſcipline early, the children 
themſelves, as ſoon as they are ca- 
pable of reflection, ſhould cultivate 
temperance, abſtinence, and every 
other virtue, which are indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to their preſent and fu- 

ture happineſs. = 
. As to erudition, or uſeful learn- 
ing, the ſecond concomitant of age 
that contributes to render it happy: 
It muſt be allowed, that youth is 
the proper time to ſow the ſeeds of 
learning at our ſchools and univer- 
fities; but age is the ſeaſon when its 
mo fruits are gathered, and when 
. is 


EN 
he want of it is moſt ſenfibly felt 
and deplored. During the ardour 
of youth, or vigour of manhoed, 
the mind may find ſome entertain 


ment in the exerciſe and occupation 
of the body; but when youth and 
vigour are gone, reading becomes a 
wonderful confolation” to age. All 
the treaſnres' of the antients, in thoſe 
aluable branches of knowledge 
wherein they excelled: All che ſub- 
quent improvements of the mo- 
erns, in many uſeful articles of 
e arts and ſciences; the various 
atchievements and cuſtoms of man- 
indy in the different ages and na- 
ions of the earth; cheir remarkable 
rirtues, vices and examples: All 
heſe are loſt to the man of no eru- 
dition. The noble entertainment 
ariſing from ſuch knowledge, to fill 
p the vacuities of his time, Which 
| r. would be gloomy and te- 
| bon D a dious, ' 
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dious, affords a pleaſure that nei. 
ther riches nor honours .can-beſtow, 
How vile and pitiful, therefore, is 
the diſpoſition of thoſe parents, who, 
by neglecting to give their children 
a proper education, when it is in 
their power, deprive them of this i in- 
eſtimable ſource of conſol⸗ ; 
When this happens to be the ns” 
2 man muſt endeavour to ſupply the 
defect of education by his'owm-1n- 
duſtry, e- — amen a 
THz third, — a necedlar 
to make age comfortable, is health, 
This 4s principally ſecured; by a 
early habit and daily practice af 
el by maehen 
ct to num af 07 fol os 


C E efiana quiote, A eee 
tatis placid ac lenis ſenectus, qualem accepins 
Platonis, qui un et oQogeſimo OY ano ſcribes 
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moderate exerciſe; by carefully for- 
bearing and avoiding what chey find 
from experience” to diſagree with 
them, by removing all impediments 
to the ſoundneſs of their ſleep; by 
keeping the neceſſary diſcharges of 
the body regular with the help of 
art, when nature, at any tine, Hils 
in that office; and laſtly, by mak- 
ing their company agreeable to, and 
courted by, the young and rightly. 
Bur allowing that the {c "compa- | 
nions may attendl us - in hr laſt ſta- 
ges, and chat old age, for the moſt 
part, is virtuoug, learned and health- 
ful; vet ſtill there feem to be feveral 
Y Seer enen a ker period, 
w bich neither, nature nor: art can re- 
dreſs. The antients, as well as the 
moderns, differ in their ſentiments 
concerning old age. Horace * has 
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drawn a hideous picture of it; but 
Cicero 2. moſt amiable one. Origi⸗ 
nals of both pictures are, no doubt 
Qill to be found, but moſt; hope, of 
the amiable kind; eſpecially where 
mens own folly or vice has not been 
Werganſe.of their misfortune- 24 

WAZ hall here collect, into one 
point as view, the ene material 
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Sen et inventis "fer 3 ac Bert atis 
Vel quod res omnes timidꝰ gelideque, miniſtrat: 
Who ſpe lentus, iner, aviduſque futuri, 
Difficilis, querulus, laudator temporis:aQi:'/! 
Se puero, cenſor caſtigatorque ae How. 


Old men are only walking hoſpitals; © ? 
* Opprevia with riches which. they dare not uk. 
I alllitheir actions lazy, timid, cold; 

- Hopeleſs, moroſe, full of delays and fears: 
But eager to ꝓrotract a wretched life. 

_ M natur d cenſors of the preſent age, 
r 
Sn Mio. Barlof Ros cone. 4 


* Ye Cicers 5 cgi rea De Scnetiate. | 
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grierances with which ld age is 


iid to be" oppreſſed; and examine 

whether or no there is any feaſonla- 
ple foundation for ſuch complaints. 

* is objected then chat age renders 
he body feeble®; and vit for great 
—— Tr deprives mien of the pled- 
ſures F of youth: / It expoſetb them to 
udden and various ilneſſes fremcold, 


heat, or other accidents; - It 18 more 


obnoxious to contempt and Tilicule 
than any other Per, It ſtands of. 
ten ſingle e and Aötiely, without ay 
ſupport, bereaved of children, rela- 
tions W friends) ; having outlived 


me oi 10 altre 
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ram, quod, corpus fagat , infiquius; tęrtiam, quod 


pnvet ompibug fere voluptatibus'; 2 * ; 


hand procul abſit à mort. Cid. de ſen. 
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ifs, cuy ſene us wniſefa vi- 
nber Binge Alte. - 
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unable for new  awnnneGions. cþ Beſ 
. old age 5 18 alarmed. and ace fort 
ed with the een, a boc 
Meac 10g « cou 

OR to the firſt objatiion * os lon 


| aways tue, that age. renders, mei 
unfit for Sn actions. Abrahay 


the four: kings n near — aa Mo 
2 was above an hundred * whey 
he led. the, armies of Iſrael. through 
the wilderneſs. And Caleb, the ſon 

of of Jephunneb, ſays of himfelf, © Fon 

« ty F. years old was 1 when Moles 

u the e of the Lord ſent me to 
« 61] am at this — — and Her Ne 
«years old, and yet I am as ftrong 

« at this. day; ol war, both to go 

8 out and to come in, as I was in 


15% 2030. ee 
Co Deuter. * 17. I See Joſh, chap. XIV. 
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t the day that Moſes ſent mer 
Beſides, great actions are riot. peri 


formed by extraordinary ſtrength of 


body, but by experience, wiſdom, 


courage, and other endowments: bes - 
longing properly to the mind - The 
champions 


of old, ſo renowned for 


ſtrength of ſine ves, with their maſſy 
clubs, and ſevenfold ſhields, would 
at preſent; make but a poor figure 8 
in a battle, r: at a, ſiege, againſt 
muſkets and artillexy; and even, in 
antient times, Cicero remarks, that 
tho Ajax was much more robuſt 
than Neſtor, yet the Greeian general | 
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ſays nothing of the former, but a. . 
vows, that if he had ten ſuch as 
Neſtor * in his army, he ſhould ſoon 

demoliſh . Troy. The ſtrength of 
old men conſiſts in their authority, : 
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- Thould, take delight. in the no- 
bler and more uſeful exerciſe of the 


r 


thafs who are younger and more ro- 
Huſt. It would belendleſs to recount: 
alli che: inſtances recorded in hiſtory, 
of old men vhQ faved their country 
from ruin by their courage, experi- 
ence and iforeſight. Surely the ar- 
chitect who plans the building, and 


direfts:the work, is not leſs Wers 


than he Who hews the ſtones, or 
tempers the mortar. Add to dig 
that if old men have loſt tlie vigour 


andiagility of youth, T — 


generally ſpeaking, loſt? cheir reliſi 
for feats of activity; and do, or- 


K. e virtutum, quæ in omni ætate LON 


tæ, cum diu multumque vixeris, mirificos eſſerunt 


Kue; non ſolum quia nuſquam deſerunt, ne in 
SLOU3 extremo 
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= IT is objected, in che ſecond wii, 
chat age is robbed of the pleaſures 
„Jof youth. If by the pleaſufes f 
Jouth you mean the gratification of 
voluptuouſneſs, it is no. great un- 
happineſs to be deprived of ſuch 
pleaſures.. - The eagernefs: of men to. 
ndulge themſelves in unlawful-plea-- 
fures, has been at all times, and in 
all nations, the ſtrongeſt incitement 
o fraud and violence; and ſhall that 
period of life be reckoned the moſt | 
nfortunate, which has the leaſt re- 
liſh for the cauſe of ſo. much miſ- 
hief, and weans us from thoſe | 
appetites . which reaſon could not 
not frequented at that time af life, 
re not abe N and 5 | 


* _ 
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xtremo * ee e verum e quia 
nſcientia bene actæ vitæ, mul torumque benefacto- 
y recordatio, Jucungibma 3 e. de ſenect. 
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|  difiaſea-chet ettenit Sevedntds aids x 
| voided? Is temperance an enemy te 


Happineſs? or has ever any many ſuf 
fered in his health, fortune, Or rep 
tation, on account of re 24 
gain, af ald people are ſecluded fr 
the pleaſures of youth, they ha ve ple 
ſures ſuited to their taſte, which mal 
them. ample amends. Pl 1ting 
muilding, and improvements in 
griculture, ſupply them with a pe 
pPetual ſource of entertainment. 
not the reading ef hiſtony, poetr 
natural and moral philoſophy, 
amuſement! And whatiſhall-I:fay« 
5 the ſacred ſcriptures, :where-: the 
may find ſo many inimitable ſubi 
ſtile and ſentiment, that it is diff 
eult to determine, wherher the i! 
tellig ent ſcholar v will be more cham 
* wich the proſe of Moſes 12 , 
119 2 


a 


New Teſtament -, or with- the-poe- 
ty F of- Job, David and Ifaiah 
Have not old people the grandeur, 
variety and ſweetneſs of rural ſcenes 
and proſpects to give them delight? 
And can they not do good if they: 
pleaſe, whicts alone ſurpaſſes all the 
pratifications-oÞirregular appetizes ? 
THE third argument, that; in an 
advanced age, every ſlight accident 
expoſes men to Daw ſudden: illnefs, 
comes next to be conſidered. It is 
true, that thoughtleſs old people are 
mor liable co inconveniencies from 
any ſudden change in diet, weather, 
and various other incidents, than 
healthy young people, becauſe their 
1 ere e but iti 
iet 


acht 
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+ vid. D. Lowth De poẽſi Hebraica, PRs 
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Iy true, that cheir greater experience 
and knowledge ſhould teach them 
to guard againſt thoſe inconven ien 
cies. If, foranftance, an old man, 
heated with exerciſe of any kind, 
mall expoſe his body ſuddenly to 
the cold air, or drink any ſmall li- 
quor cold to quench his thirſt, he 
will probably kr bimſelf into 
ſome preſent illneſs. But is there 
an: old man on earth, endowed with 
common ſenſe, who does not know, 
from the ſad experience of others, 
er his own, that he endangers bis 
health by committing ſo groſs an 
error? In ſuch a caſe, therefore, we 
ought to call the ſufferer rather fool- 
iſh than unfortunate. In ſhort, we 
ſhall find, upon a fair calculation, 
that the giddineſs and inexperience 
of our early days, render us obnoxi- 
ous to ſeveral illneſſes, which the gal 
Care and caution of aha: life 
have 


upon a juſt balance, the vigour 


and ſedateneſs of age. 


more expoſed to contempt and ridi - 


s unpaired, which: defended them 
from inſults. I Will allow, that a 

wicked and debauched old age does, 
and ought to meet with contempt. - 


hat an uſeful and virtuous age never 
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we caught us to prevent; and chat, 

and 
aſhneſs of youth, ſuffer more from 
cterr ee eee 


ln anſwer to the fourth «bjeQtion, 
rhich alledges that old people ate 


9 Fl 


ule, than the younger ſort, as their 
omelineſs, which once made them 


imiable, is loſt, and their ſtrength 


— 


and ridicule; and, indeed, no crea- 
ture can be more deſpicable or in- 
famous, than a decrepit old fellow 
afſecting the vices of youth, and 
corrupting others by his nauſeous | 
gallantries, and vile example. But, 
on the other hand, it is well known; 


E | meets | 


hhis father's: cunfſellers. 


| +. 4 1 

meets wich any-orpumch,on Account 
of wrinkles or loſs: of Nrerigth 4 
far from it, that an awe or rexercncel 
or the decent and reſpectable grey e 
| hairs of old gaod men, ſeem to be 
impreſſed hy nature on the mids; 
_of all nations Surely it is no mat 
of contempt ſhæwn to age; that the 
moſt intricate affairs of kingdoms 
andcormmenwealths, have generally 
been intruſtad tothe management 
of men of years andexperience ;/ and 
the ſon of Selomonj did not purſue 
the. road tg henoux or ſafety, when 
he adhered to the advice of his young 
men, and deſpiſed the. admonitiondt 


As to che fifth objection; that age 
dands frequently ſingle and lonely, 
without any ſupport, berea ved af 
: children, relations and friends, Ha- 
ving outlived the companions! of 

abe, and being unable to form 
aioaft: 4 ne 
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comes very derGnably to-detach the 
mind from the. cares and concerns | 
of this world, and diſpoſe it to fob. 
ow, without reluRance; thoſe friends 
in whom. we formerly. took nnd, - 
into a ſtate af felicity whieh is ne- 
ver more to be interrupted. Id | 
alſo to be obſerved, that nature, by 
reducing the paſſiens of: old people 
to a leſs degreę of violence than in 
youth, and by reminding them hat 
they ſhall. quickly follow their; an- 
ceſtors, enables them to bear the los 
af friends and relations with more 
equanimity and reſignation chan 1 
common among younger people. 
But to come more cloſely to the ob- 
jection: It cannot reaſonably be af - 
firmed, that a healthy and. chearful 
old age is unable to form new or 
uſeful connections, becauſe we ſee 


E 2 every 


8 lt place, that ſuc h a turvivance BY "4 
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every day, that the e 
friendſhip of a good humoured an 
judicious old man is more coveted! 
and courted, than theſe of any young 
perſon endowed with the ſame qu 
 liries; as ſome improvement ma 
be:always made from the experienc 
of age, with which youth i is abſe 
lutely unacquainted: Beſides, younp 
people learn with more pleaſure fron 
the old than from thoſe of N OW! 
| Kania 1 

To the laſt objection, dan ape i 
alarmed and diſquieted with the ap 
1 and terrors of approach 
ing death, er rather of that :/c 
thing after denk, the undiſcovern 
country, 7 rom ane bourn no travel 


retu 


* E was told en who had been i 
vited to dinner at Paris; on purpoſe to ſee the cl 
brated Fontanelle, that the converſation of that 
miabfe man, at ninety fix, was ſprightly<nd -nte 
tainiag to the higheſt * 
0 | returni. 
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returnt. Before I anſwer this ob- 
jection, ir will be proper to obſerve, 
chat nothing could be more worthy 
of the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, 
chan to plant a ſtrong deſire of life 
in the human heart; for otherwiſe, 
any triffing diſquietude, or unac- 
countable deluſion, might induce 
men every day to deſtroy themſelves, 
From this innate principle, we fee - 
that when life is in danger, both old 
and young are alarmed. But I maſt 
Jl fiy, in anfwer to the objection now 
made, that old people have much 
leſs-reaſon to be alarmed. For, ſup- 
poſing that, after the expiration of 
the conſtitutional period allotted to 
man by nature, he cod live ſome 
ages longer, his miſeries muſt in- 
creaſe to ſuch a degree, as would ef · 
fectually reſtrain | his appetite for 
perpetuity of life, and make him a- 
ſhamed of the pleaſing viſions he 
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himſelf of. immortality upon cart 

The truth of this will :evidently ap 
pear from the following conſiderati 
on: The mechaniſm. of the buman 

_ body, upon which the vigour of Nt 
external ſenſes and mental facultie 
depend, undergoes. neceſſary and 
natural changes through time. Al 
the conduits and pipes grow narrow 
and ſtiff, and the fluids muſt be re 
tarded and obſtructed in their circu 
lation“. The conſequenees, with 


regard. to a. man's. outward. form 


are ſhoeking: Not the ſmalleſt trace 
of his youthful comelineſs, or reve 
rend appearance of his decent old 
age remains: His face becomes wr 
thered and furrowed, he loſes hs 
teeth 11 his hair, bis- eyes fink 1 in 
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their ſockets, and he appears wreteli- 
ed; ghaſtly, and hideous. In the 
next place, theſe changes muſt o- 
caſion inexpreſſible pain f and an- 
xiety- that make life a perpetual tor- 
ment. But what ig ſtill more de- 
plorable, the memory and under- 
ſtanding muſt be gradually i impair- 
ed, and, after ſome time, quite ex- 
tinguiſhed, by which our old man 
becomes dead to all natural affecti- 
on, and utterly deprived of the be- 

nefit of ene and of re reading, 


— of thisis obvious: The: blood for- 
cing its way from the heart, while the ſtiffened ar 
teries oppoſe its circulation : The air, included in 
man's ahment; expanding itſelf, and almoſt burſting 
the inteſtinal tube, for want of. that power of di- 
geſtion which formerly reſtrained it: Theſe, and a 
thouſand other ſtruggles that neceſſarily ariſe during 
extreme debility of all-the organs of the bedy, 
hoc inconceivable languors, pain and reft- 
| D | 
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that was bis beſt; his laſt confolati- 
on. His: fight, hearing, taſte, and 
other outward ſenſes muſt decay and 
periſh, which cuts him off from a 

ny poſhble reliſh - or attainment of 


= moſt lawful and natural plea - 


_ fares; So that, upon the whole, our 
immortal would become the moſt 
deſpicable, -odions, and mortifying 
object in che whole creation; and 
dean Swift * had reaſon to ſay, that 


“no tyrant, were he ever ſo cruel, 
4 could invent a death to which our 
& miſerable old man would not run 


_ + with pleaſure from ſuob an immor- 

tality And indeed God is very 
gracious in eee death 
for his relief. In 1 9 ] 


f E Gulliver ropag to Laputs, hap. x; on | 


cerüing' the Strulbruggs or immortals, 
thor (if I may venture to give my opi | 


in 
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AGAIN, if, in defiance iar de of thoſe 
conſequences, our old man ſhould 
{ill be haunted with tlie terror of 
death, he ſhould, with the ſtrongeſt 
effort of his reaſon; endeavour to 
conquer that terror, and make, at 
leaſt, a virtue of neceſſity, by Bring- 
ing his mind to ſubmit chearfully 
to that change, which he can by no 
art evade; and he ſhould arm him 
ſelf with reſolution for that com- 
bat, in which every individual. of: 


the human race muſt once, and but 


once, be engaged: 8 8 
BEsID Es, every old man Las" 2 


greater number of his friends and 


relations, in that undi/covered coun- 
try, than he can have on earth, and 
thoſe whom he may leave behind 
will quickly follow him; and ſhall ' 
he be afraid ta join them again? 
Does he propoſe no ſatisfaction in 
the ſociety of thoſe great and good 


C87 


men, and. thoſe, exalted. ganiaſess 
of whom. he has heard and read ſo 


much, and ſo frequently? Re * 
we Bux, above all, vrhen we om 
thar the ſame ſupreme and gracious 


Intelligence governs, the world af VI. 
jog who rules this earth, may 

f we not, from his experienced good- 
neſs, ſafely rely on him for the ſe- 50 
curity and. -bappineſs of our future _. 


exiſtence? This hope the religion of 
n inſpires. The hopes of the 


removing the doubts, and. ein 
n . 1 
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. nimorum concilium cœtumque proficiſear: cumque ex th 
bee tube et r "0 de 1 an 
_ Oed ſi in hoc erro, 2 animos Pn im- in 


N | | mortales eſſe credam, libenter erro: nec mihi hunc ar 
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$OUL'S EMPLOYMENT AFTER DEATH. 


EADING, laſt night, In the U- 
niverſal Hiſtory, an account of 
che great care which the abgien er 8 
gyptians took to Haye thGir ies J 
embalmed after death, and of the 3 
immenſe charges. they” were "ir þ 
provide ſumptuous repoſitori 1685] 2 2 
them, where they fhould De WE 
and entire for ages! Atid, orifidere 
ing that all this c care atid E pence | 
aroſe from 4 notion they e Bed. ; : 
of the four hovering about the Bo- 9 3 
dy, as long as any union of its parts 
1 Was aſtoniſhed, tara 


People 
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people fo ES le in other reſſ peas, 
ſhould adopt ſuch a ſenſeleſs opinion! 
A worthy occupation, truly, for an 
immortal ſpirit, after its enlarge- 
ment, to watch a loathſome carcaſs 
for ages, which, the formerly unt 
ted with it, had in death neither uſe 
nor beauty 1 to make its E de- 
ſirable. 


How much more able was * 


4 * 


idea of Socrates “, Who told. his 
friends, after he had drank the hem 
lock, that his body, which they 
2 ſhould preſently ſee dead, was no 
part, of Socrates who had made his 
ape from it, But che moſt ſub- 
* idea of a future ſtate, and moſt 
8 Kalteble to the dignity of man, made 


4444 


after the; i image of the Creator, is 
that which repreſents, not. only the 
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5 8 refinement of HF: mind, but ry | 
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ne glorificaon. alſo of tlie n 
and the; fit Goal conjunction a im- 
— Hap" both. Ii 136 
Mvus1NG: thus upon the date ef 

the ſoul after its ſeparation from the 
body the thought made ſa n 
an impreſſion on my mind, that it 
cept. me awake for ſome hours after 
went to bed: Before morning, how- 
ver, I fell aſleep : and dreamed that 
died ſuddenly, without any pre- 
vious pain or ſickneſs. No ſooner 
was my ſoul diſmiſſed os conk- +..- 
inemient, but methought: I imme- os: 
diately felt che happy effects of my 
freedom. All my faculties were in- 
larged, new thoughts ſprung up in 
my mind, new objects ſurrounded 
me, and I was endowed: with a new. 
capacity to apprehend them. Eves A 
ry thing about me was ſo reſine d 
and exalted, beyond any thing 1 Lbhack 
erer imagined; chat there are no 7 - 
V | words 2 


* 
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adit; tn any language I know, to l 
_ expreſs them. I thought myſel 
" ſomewhat like a man born blind, re 
having lived along time in 
world, and heard: people often cl 
of light and colours, had formel 
ſtrange notions of them in his om 
imagination, comparing them to dif. 
ferent ſounds and ſurfaces, but x 
ver knew. what they really wer 
til the cataracts, which ſhut 40 
light, were N a ee Fron 
his eyes. 

WIIIE 1 4 douts 
fol, whether my new exiſtence had 
any thing real in it, or was only a 
illuſion, I ſaw a man breaking ou 
from an innumerable multituds 
which was at a diſtance, and coming} | 
toward me, and, as he drew near, iſ ey 
yr =4 > 
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© One ef the maſt benevolent men, that 
10 1 I Pxx- 
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. 5 , 
T PERCEIVED. you to be 2 little 


Y bervildered,, ſaid he, and · came, out 


of pure fricad{p, to encourage you, 
at your firſt and tranſient appearance 
in this region. I am, indeed, ſo 
much engaged at preſent, that I can- 
not ſhew you thoſe | fhings- that are 
moſt worthy. of your obſervation in 
this place, but I have recommended 
you to guides equally willing, and 
more able than myſelf, to give you 
all the information you deſire. Ton- 
der they are, farewd. I fadly re- 
conductors were at hand: The one 
ſeemed to be a youth of celeſtial 
beauty, and to have a majeſty in 
his air, and a gracefulneſs in his 
motion, far above any perſon I had 
ever beheld; but I Was — delight 
ed with the compaſſionate kindneſs 
which appeared in his countenance, 
and which perſuaded me that he was 
neg. . 2 „ 
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come for my protection! I was go⸗ go⸗ 

ing to kneel before him, but, with 

a ſmile full of tenderneſs, he haſtily 
prevented me, and ſaidꝭ ee rhou ty 
it not, for I am thy fellow fervant, 
and only thy guardian angel. Thy 
other was an old man, whoſe figure 
appeared mean at a diſtance, but ve. 
erable as he dre nearer. An ea- 
ſy chearfulneſs, familiarity, and be- 
nevolence; conſpicuous in his air 
and addreſs (which ſeemed, never- 
theleſs, in ſome degree to be contra- 

dicted by: his. features *) ſo ſtruck 
me; that L concluded him to be So- 

crates, and thought er wers 7 

py in his company. 


Tou are welcome, lag al 
be with his antient chłrarfulneſs, 
rn "um ee 8e wn wah 2705 
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criptions which Homer, and our 
other Greek poets, have given of 
the Rate: of the dead? Nou are, 
no doubt: of opinion, that their re- 
preſentations of the dead were on- 

ly allegories, invented to deter the 
lving from vice, and incite them to 
virtue ; and allegories certainly they 
were, continued he, partly obſcure, 

and partly abſurd; and yet: under 
ſuch poetical fictions were couched 
moſt of our inducements to piety 
and virtue in my younger days: 
but God, of his mercy; has accept- 
ed my endeavours to plxaſe him; 
through a Saviour whom Iknew not. 
1 longed * for the manifeſtation of a 
meſſenger from heaven, who ſhould 
reveal the will of the Deity to mans 
but you Chriſtians, who have been 
bleſſed with: ſuch a meſſenger; have 
Au 1650 237ishuo_ flirt: O Nees 


F 
basſt F 3 generally 
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- generally made à perverſe uſe of his 
doctrine- True, ſaid I, and may 


naturally hrings a multitude toge- 


every perſon glides ſwiftly into his 


theatre; and, as we hear and / ſee dir 
ſtinctly : at a great diſtance, there is no 


— in: order 0 view or urider- 


FF 6 J. 


theAlmighty open the eyes and mend 
the hearts of thoſe that are yet to at 
come: But pray, good Socrates; may to 4 


I be permitted-toaſk: how: yon pro; cor 


digious crowd is employed? A; mul. 
titude makes ne crowd here, ſaid he; 
as ĩt commonly does on earth; there 
is no preſſing or ſqueezing for place 
among us; for, as our compoſition 
is pure and reſmed, whenever any 
thing is to bec ſeen or heard, which 


ther, we. preſently ſlip into x thea - 
tre prepared to our hands, larger or 
ſmaller as the cccafion requires, and 


proper place, higher or Jower in the 


neceſſity to thruſt ourſelves near an 
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os : 
ſtand: it more accurately As to 
yonder multitude, you ſhall know 
their buſineſs preſently, for we came; 
at your friend's requeſt, on purpoſe 
to give you a general idea of our 
common entertaĩinments in this place. 
Be wiſe, and you thall: 1 1 
deal more hereafter: 

Wie chen drew near to noe theſe 
theatres, which tome appeared a more 
magnificent and beautiful ſtructure 
than Lhad. ever ſeen or read of be- 
fore. The body of the building, to- 
gether wirh the columns and decara-- 
tions within and without, ſeemed to 
be of. the hiteſt and moſt delicate 
marble; fiaiſhed with amazing art: 
The ſrats and benches of pure gold 
and the area of the fineſt} emerald: 
The whole illuminated with a. ſplent 
dour and brighaneſs which Jam not 
high rank yas explaiuing: to che pie 


1 


nits lately arrived, the nature of the 


| human mind, the beauty, 
extent and 
* virtue; the reaſons of 
= ſoul's connection with the bod 
e bands of their union; and 15 
certainty of a reſurrection. The 
audience liſtened witli admiration 
Par Joy, and I was fo charmed with 
Thi entertainment, and ſo cager to 
—_— the ſubjects he treated 
= * 1 would have continued 
not my nme 
2 to: ſtep — — JOU 201 
$HALL conduct you nex a 
t, Jas 
2 to an aſſembly which ſel- 
— meets, but happens to beinow 
| ting. It is a rendezvous from al 
1 made it cher 
3 on earth to inquire with 
erence into the works of God, 
from the ſolar fyſtem and eccentric 
242 down tô the ſmalleſt plant 
* W 
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continued he; as on earth, vrhere the 
human mind, from the narrowneſs of 
its capacity, and the richneſs, of che 
works of creation; is obliged to con- 
fine itſelf to one branch of know- 
ledge. Here the mind is ſo en- 
larged, that the former ſtudy of 
an age is ſoon acquired, and eh 
the fulnefs, "variety," and beauty to 
be met with in every work of the 
Almighty, are ſo inexhauſtible, that 
they will furniſi new arguments of 


admiration and praiſe to all eternity: 


This aſſembly meets at ſtated-times; 
in order to communicate their dif? 
eoveries one to another. A genius 
practiſed in ſuek contemplations, 
either learns froni a fuperior ſpiritz 
the true nature and eſſente of any 
ſubſtance which he defires to know; | 
or travels himſelf, in a very little 
time, to. any remote part of the us. 

27 eren 347 at DIS TIS, 
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niverſe, to make diſcoveries on the 
ſpot. The diſcovery that. be has 
made (for there is but one language 
here) is communicated to the whole 
aſſembly, and every. member takes 
his turn; while, at the fame time, 

2 company of angels aſſiſts to do 
huonour to the aſſembly, and farther 
elucidate, if defired, the facts relat- 

ed by each ſpeaker: And, upon e- 
very new diſcovery, a ſhout of praiſe 
and thankſgiviag is ſent up to bim (p 
whole power and wiſdom are infinite. th 
My guides had heen drawing near 00 
to this aſſembly all the while that 8" 
Socrates was deſcribing it; and we © 
came upat the moment when a-mem- ¶ ſc 
ber, who had attended a comet in ® 
ſeveral directions, through different e 
tracks of ſpace, explained to the ſo- 0 
ciety the curve which it deſcribed, d 
and the cauſe by which its motions 


Were e regulated 3 in the various * 
0 N 
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1 
of its rapid courſe; upon which one 
of thoſe joyful hallelujalis, mention: 
ed before, was ſung by the whole 
company. The ſplendour and ma- 
jeſty of this aſſembly ſo tranſported 
me, and the ſweetneſs of the muſic 
flled my heart with fuch delight, 
that T attempted to Join in the cho- 
raus, but found my voice too feeble 
„for their exalted pitch. 
; 'OBsERve there, faid Lt 
(pointing to a ſtately portico near 
this aſſembly) a ſelect company of 
| contemplative ſages ſurrounding that 
of graceful and radiant ſeraph, who, 
edo their entire ſatisfaction, and tran- 
LTendent joy, unfolds to them thoſe 
myſteries of prov ridence which they 
could not comprehend e on earth, and 
clears up, every obſcure ſtep of the 
divine economy, with, which they 
defire to be made acquainted... 
fot Mok not * from what 
vou 


my W n a .CÞ> 


mong you. ariſe, for the moſt 
from the differen © di{poſition; of, their 
organs, and, their different c opportu- 


fre] 


r 
| 4 deſtined.to beſtow happineſs only ſw 


upon the inquiſitive, and. learned, 


Fiety, . righteouſneſs, and, charity, 


practiſed on earth, 


41 


more regarded here chan "ſcience; 
| but at the ſame time. muſt, tell you, 
that all who are admitted ther, 


whether . male or female, 


T m. old or 
young, Grecian or Barbarian, (as 


- we Gree ecks uſed arrogantly.. to di- 


flinguiſh mankind) , become. ſoon 
more knowing than the molt learn- 
ed man on earth ever was. For, as 
the different, attainments of men a- 
part, 


nities of Improvement ; ; and as the 
organs and opportunities of all here 


are equally Mor. the only conſpt 
paid to human crea- | 


cuous regard 
tures in this, "Place, ariſes, from. the 
| different 


e 
diflerent degrees of piety and virtue, | 
which they acquired 1n their ſtate 
of probation; and you will find that 
they are ranked accerdingly, but 


till without raiſing any envy or jea- 
louſy in thoſe of inferior degree; for 
erery individual is conſcious, that 
he enjoys the greateſt fk he i is 
capable of, and een more 
than he deſerved. 


I MusT alſo inform you, Ai 


virtuous friendſhips, cultivated on 
earth, are not broke off here; for 
tho' every creature you ſee, loves 


you, and is wonderfully ready to 
oblige you, yet next to the preſence 


and favour of God, your friends are 
the greateſt delight of your heart. 
Here are myriads of huſbands and 
wires, parents and children, rela- 
tions, companions, and neighbours, 


expreſhng their minds in the higheſt- 


rains of gratitude and praiſe to the 


j 
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ſupreme being; who, after all their 
tedious care and ſolicitude on ac- 
count of each other, after all the ye- 
xations and diſappointments they 
met with in the world, has at laſt 
admitted them into thoſe bleſſed 
manſions, from which every ſort of 
wickedneſs and diſtreſs is banifhe 
for ever, and where, they will ſer 
each other happy, without inter- 
ruption, and without end. 
Joux own eyes, ſaid he, ſhall 
confirm the truth of what I have 
told you; and immdiately he con- 
ducted me to the ſummit of a high 
Hill, where all the great beauties of 
nature lay blended together, in a 
charming wildneſs around me; and 
where the whole region Was full df 
people: But when I fixed my eye on 
any particular proſpect, it appeared 
like an immenſe garden laid out 
wth, a — wariety, where the 


verdure 


t u 1 


erde of trees and latvns, the beau- 

ty of flowers and fruits, che bfight- 
neſs and motion of waters, atid the 
contraſt of light and ſhade, that ap- 
peared thro the Whole, formed the 
moſtdelightful landſkip lever beheld. 


2 


Is yonder arboars, alcoves, and: 
. walks, continued he; you have a 


view of the relations and friends L 
mentioned, in converſation ſweet 
and pleaſing beyond all human ima- 
gination. You. fee alſo. theatres, 
porticoes, pavilions, temples, cha- 
pels, and oratories, of various 
materials, dimenſions; and archi- 
tecture, where larger and ſmaller 
companies frequently meet to im- 
prove chemſelves in every heavenly 
virtue, to admire the works of ere- 
ation and providence, and to adore 
the author of all their felicity; at 
which times, to their inexpreſſible 
joy, they are admitted into as full: 
G 2. a 
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a a view of the tranſcendent glory c 
| the Almighty, and as large a par- 
ticipation of his favour, as their re. ges 
ſpective minds are at preſent: able to for 
receive. Here Socrates pauſed a mo- Ble 
ment, and I looked into two or ye! 
chree of thoſe temples and oratorie; 
where, with the utmoſt pleaſure, I ſed 
beheld ſeveralof my departed friend cor 

| whoſe lives were exemplary: for pie rat 
ty and goodneſs. Some of theſe on 
in loud and melodious anthems en 
exalted the name of their Creator, th: 
and ſome, in expreſſiue filence mus d hi 
praiſe . Their. garments ſhone like 
light, a radiant crown encompaſſed 
their heads, and their countenance 
diſcovered ſo much ſatisfaction and 
benignity, that the very ſight d ag 
tbem 8 tranſporting, Bleſſed fo 


See the PT at tho concluſion. of ente Pe 
ſeafous, . | | 


— 
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| c * 1 
ciety, cried 11 no wonder the mür- 


tyrs of old, and good men in all a- 
ges, deſpiſed. temporary afflictions 
for the joy which wins ſet beſbre them. 
Bleſſed indeed, ſaid . Socrates, and' 
yet how cafily, may that bleffing be 
attained ! What madneſs has pofief- - 
ſed mankind, that they eould not all 
come to this place, conſidering the 


rational and advantageous conditi- 


ons required of them, the gracions - 
encouragements given them, and- 
that none are finally excladed, but 
thoſe petverfe wretches, who have 
contracted ſuch deliberate habits of 
malice and wickedneſs, without 
repemanice, that our converſation . 
and employment here would be dit-- 
agreeable and irkſome to them, ſup- 
poſe rhey could be admitted. But 
there is a very different abode ap- 
poined for miſcreants, who took 
G: 3 ease 


| TT 7 
pleaſure in affronting the Deity, and 
injuring their-neighbour. . 

HE then led me to the brink of 


a dreadful precipice: . Look down 


there, ſaid he, and view: the habita- 
tion of miſery, and liften to the 
groans of anguiſh, What the final 
reſult will be, with reſpect to thee 
criminals, Ged only knows, who 
Puniſhes for the ſake of juſtice, ex 
ample and amendment;. and not 
thro' fear, anger, or revenge; as man 
often does. One thing, we are ſure 
of, which is, that the Great Judge 
of. the univerſe, will finally deter- 
mine what is wiſeſt, beſt; and fitteſt 
to be done, with reſpect to all his 
creatures, to the full conviction of 
every rational being: 


up this petition to the Deity, Thy 
Lingdom come, in a prayer taught 
them by him who perfectly knew 


. 


I FI xp that Chriſtians daily offer 
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the will of heaven. But how can 
God's bleſſed kingdom of univerſal: 
righteouſneſs, charity, holineſs, and 
happineſs come, while ſo many my- 
riads of reaſonable creatures conti- 
nue diſobedient and refractory? May 
not puniſhment, proportioned to the 
heinouſneſs of. their. crimes, and to 
the malevolence of their diſpoſitions, 
together with ſome remote hope or 
poſſibility of pardon, or ſome other 
method contrived by infinite wiſ⸗ 
dom, tho' unknown to us, at laſt 
produce humiliation and amend- 
ment? Whereas, eternal and horrt- 
ble deſpair can produce nothing but 
blaſphemy, malice, and diſtraction; 
which ſeem repugnant to the ends of 
creation, and to that order and beau 
ty preſerved. in the government af 
the univerſe. Does it become weak 
and i gnorant man to affirm, that 


chere ſhall be no end of fin, Which 
* : 8 BEAD 
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18 ſo bateful to God, whoſe prero. 
gartve ix is to bring order out of con. 
Fuſion ? Bur my fight is too feeble th 

penetrate ſo far into futurity. Ty 

the wiſdoin, juſtice, and goodnek 
of God, therefore, I, leave the fate 
vf thoſe unhappy enminals to be 
determined. But I perceive that 
uch a diſmal ſeeneſhocks you! This 
exalted ſpirit, continued he, (boy: 
ing reſpectfully to my guardian an- 
gel, who accompanied us all the ti 
while) can entertain you better. al 

Tk angel them takin me f * th 

ciorifly by the hand, ſaid, 7 add 

to meet you here in any art 25 

-exafe 1 hope, that what you fee 2. 


tt 

v 
meng us will give you a juſt idea of p 
5 

5 
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tie value and dignity of the human 
mind, and evermore induce you to 
purſur objects worthy of that itrage 
after which you was created. How 
: _ _— Aid tranſient, are the 
FEY | honours 
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honours, wealth, and pleaſures of 
che earth, compared with the tran- 
ſcendent and endleſs happineſs en- 
joyed here! The great privilege and 2 
glory of man, his principal, atad al- — 
moſt only ſuperiority over the beaſts. J 
of the field; conſiſt in the relation in 
which. he ſtands: towards God; in 
being made after his likeneſs, capa- 
ble to ſerve him, and to enjoy his 
preſence and favour for ever. The 
time will come, when the righteous. 
among mankind ſhall be raiſed to 
che rank * in which I now ſtand, 
and perhaps a great deal higher, 
chro' the favour. of the Almighty, 
who is perpetually enlarging our ca- 
pacities, and drawing us nearer to 
himſelf in every kind of felicaty.. 
My endowments, at. preſent, excel: 
what ep were at mx firſt ha 


2 0; celui, No. Jo. 7 8 
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tion; for it is impoſſible to have ſo 
near a view of the wiſdom, goodneſ; 
and holineſs of God, as we enjoy in 
this place, without receiving conti-W 7* 
nuatimprovements. You think your: 
faculties greatly refined hy a curſory 
mingling with the world of good 
ſpirits. How will they be really ex 
alted, if ever you come to dwell in 
_ theſe regions, where the ſource of 
all perfections is viſible? How often 
Have I pitied your folly, hen you 
Have given way to your paſſions and 
appetites, and deviated from your 
plain and known duty, which is the 
only path that leads hither. I could, 
and did frequently guard you from 
the ſnares of men, and wigked ſpi- 
Tits; and, in manifeſt dangers, ſe- 
conded the remonſtrances of your 
oven conſcience, by ſuggeſting pro- 
per reaſons againſt ſin, while yet 
your mind heſitated between your 
5 duty 
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duty to God and the allurements 
of che world. But I had no' orders 


to over-rule your freedom, or defend 
you from yourſelf, when you was 


perverſely determined to gratify your 


vicious inclinations. Come, never- 
theleſs, (continued he, with an air 


of tenderneſs and compaſſion) I will 


now conduct you to yander eminent 
temple, and will there ſhew you as 


much af the external majeſty of the 


Almighty, as a dim: ſighted mortal 


can behold. And, as we went along, 


he continued his graciqus 0 
in the following manner... 


O THAT men would Auge en- 
deavour to entertain a juſt concepti- 
on of the Deity, of his excellencies 
and perfections; and Would, in all. 
events, reſolve, to the utmoſt of their 
power, to perform the plain and ob- 
vious duties of loving God and their 
N * never quit the road af 

h | . 


EN 
righteouſneſs and holineſs, to ſearch Kia 
for any other bye paths to heaven: Haſt⸗ 
Hereby they might ſecure to them- Nerſ 
felves, through the merits and inter-. I w. 
ceſſion of the great Redeemer, a joy- rea 
ful reception into this region of light 
and truth, where their capacities 
would ſoon be enlarged, all their 
miſtakes rectified, and themſelves 
made, beyond imagination, happy, 
How much wiſer would ſuch a con- 
duct be, than to wrangle and diſpute! 
concerning difficult points, which 
they do not yet underſtand, hating, 
in the mean time, and perſecuting 
. their neighbours, becauſe they differ 
in opinion with them on thoſe ab- 
ſtruſe ſpeculations. There is nothing 
more'certain, than that the ſupreme 
Being cannot make himſelf leſs infi- 
nite than he is in every excellence, in 
order to accommodate his immenſity 


to e narrow apprehenſion of man- 
kind, 


kind, or make his conduct, in every 


nſtance, obvious to the human un- 
jerſtanding. Why then ſhould ſuch 
a weak, ignorant creature, as man, 
through all the plain rules of 
ity; ſwell with pride, and damn 
c his neighbours, be- 
auſe, in ſome high and intricate 
Points, they cannot think as he does? — 
) that they would all rather ſtrive = 
by a ſincere and humble practice f 


e piety and virtue, to arrive at this 
1 place, where their underſtanding wall 


de wonderfully enlightened, and all 
their doubts quickly removed! We, 
vhoſe intellectual faculties are far fu-  _ 
perior to thoſe of man, when we con- 
template the divine nature and per- 
fections, and his government of the We 
niverſe, perpetually diſcover” new | 
plories, and new matter of wonder 
and adoration, and ſhall diſcover  —} 
more and more to all eternity. Nay,  _ ; 
, Fd H 3 (to 


” 187 


(to uſe the words * of one "org Ye 5 
own ſpecies,) a 


1 


1 Eternity i is too ſhort to utter all his praiſe, 


As the an gel had prono unced thel 
words, we found ourſelves near the 
temple, and 1 perceived innumerable 
rays of a glorious light darting from 
it, which far ſurpaſſed the ſun in 
1 brightneſs, and yet rather invigorat 
ed than dazzled the fight. But when 

we arrived at the outer gates, and the 
angel was going to open one of them, 
conſcious of my own unworthinels, 
and afraid to appear in the preſeng 
| of him, whoſe. eyes are purer than f 
iebold iniguity, I was ſtruck with 1 


50d 


hay 

great an awe of the majeſty and ho a 
lineſs of God, that 1 immediately * 
awaked, and found my bed tren 1. 4 
bling under „ee lie 
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MEDITATION | 5 


TH me the- day is far ſpent, 3 
and the night is at hand. Tlñe 
great buſineſs on which I was ſent. 
ato the world 1s ſcarce begun; and} 
yet I know, that I mult, and ſhall 
ſoon appear before the tribunal of 
0d, to: give an account of my be- _ 
haviour- Awfal thought ! What 
all I do? I would gladly return to- 
hee, O my father and my God, and; 
edicate the remaining part of my 
life to thy ſervice. But wilt thou 
accept the offer which I make at the 
f dene hour? Eſpecially ſince it. . 


1 


was not through any want of the 
ſtrongeſt inducements to ſerve thee 
that J have ſo long continued to no Noth. 
glect my duty, but becauſe I was; 
flave-to-my own unruly appetites anc 
paſſions, and ſtifled the witneſs « 
God in my heart, which remonſtrat- 
ed againſt my follies. I have no ple 
for my tranſgreſſions, and therefor 
have reaſon to dread thy diſpleaſure 
Shall. L then deſpair of the mertitaſ hin 
of my God? No! That I will ne 
do, for th he ſlay me, yet wil 7, _ 
my truft in hin. When I reflect on 
the time paſt oß my life, and re vie: 
the part which I have acted in the 
world, the retroſpect is indeed gloo- 
my. and comfortleſs. I tremble at 
the remembranee of my treſpaſſes 
The frequency and guilt of them are Pr 

dreadful to me. I have treſpaſſedY [eq 
againſt every obligation to gratitude, at 


W leren. is very favours ¶ cor 
| | "wy . 


11 1 
which God beſtowed u pon me, to 
purchaſe the follies of ſin. On the 
other hand; when I conſider the re- 
lation im which I ſtand to the great 
God and Father of all, and view the 
part which he acts towards his crea- 
tures, the proſpect grows clearer; 1 
muſt not, I cannot deſpair. He was 
pleaſed to create me after his on i- 
mage, to make me capable of ſerving 
him, of being admitted into his pre- 
ſence, and of enjoying his favours 
for ever. His mercies have followed 
me all the days of my life. He has 
ſupported me under a multitude of 
ad verſities, any one of which might 
have overwhelmed me, had not his 
goodneſs interpoſed. He has even 
defended me againſt myſelf, and 
protected me againſt the natural con- 
ſequences of my own wickedneſs. 
and folly. The conveniencies and 
cor of life, which I enjoy, 1 


M4 0:3. owe 


/ 


Bo e. 


| 36... 
owe all to his bounty. The happy 
opportunity of recollection and a- 
mendment, which he has- graciouſſy 
vouchſafed to beſtow upon me, 
from the cares and diſſipations of the 
world, is a mercy for which my ſoul 
deſires to bleſs and praiſe him for e- un 
ver. But, above all, when I conſider, to 
that God ſo loved: the world, as to an- 
fend his own ſon to redeem it, and to 
to call ſinners to repentance and fa-W an 
vour; this amazing teſtimony of his wi 
condeſeenſion and goodneſs is ſufff.- fo, 
cient to revive the moſt languid hope! I an 
N art thou, therefore, caſt down; 2 
O my ſcul, and-why art thou diſquiet- I ſin 
ed within me ? Hope thou in Cad, for ar 
.T [hall yet-praiſe him, who is the light qu 
di 
m 
m 
01 
jb 


Ld my countenance, and my bay: 
MEDITATION II. 


Wis I examine my own heart, 
1 And that I hpyecommiged 2 
multi- 


„ . * 


L * 


n of grievous ſius, for which 
Lcan make neither apology nor re- 
ſtitution, and for which I am-aſham- 
ed to: lift up my eyes unto: GM l. 
And even, yet, while Lam aſhamed- 
of my paſt offences, I ſtill find an 
undiſciplined propenſity in my heart 

to heſitate between my duty to God 
and the deluſions of the world, and 

to extenuate faults, which a ſincere 
and. upright. ſoul would condemn 
without any. deliberation. - I find al- 
, in myſelf, on ſeveral occafions,. _ 
an impatience of:contradiction;.and- 

a peeviſhneſs which cannot be plea- 

| Fo to God, or to my neighbour, 
and which I would be glad to con- 
quer. O moſt merciful father, how: 
different is my diſpoſition from the 
meekneſs, humility, and patience of 
my redeemer * O when ſhall E ſeri- 
& ouſly and coaſtantly endeavour to i- 
mitate his virtues? Upon the whole, 
* I in . 


TP * 1 


+ all 1 ſcrutiny, I find myſelf 
guilty in the ſight of God, and have 
no hope left but in his goodneſs, 
and in the merits and interceſſion of 
my Redeemer. Iwill therefore throw 
| myſelf at his feet, for as his majeſty 
is, ſo is his- mercy. Tho I am but 
duſt and aſhes, yet he is my Father, 
and let him diſpoſe of me as he 
pleaſes. If his infinite goodnefs will 
fully and freely pardon my tranſgref- 
ſions for the ſake of my Redeemer, 
bleſſed be his glorious name for ever. 
But if my fins are ſo great, and my 
repentance ſo inſincere, that I muſt 
be puniſhed for my amendment; 
even in that caſe, bleſſed be his ad- 
orable name, and let his holy will be 
done, and let me ſubmit with reſig- 

nation and chearfulneſs to his father- 
ly corrections, and tho he ſhould ſlay 
me, N n me rut ods trult 3 in bim. 
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Of man's interęſt in the perfection: of 
Ef 1 = he Det: JH (4 


N Ousrerzven is Bis Shield: | 

Unerring wiſdom. his guide: 
Boundleſs- goodneſs his preſent j oy 
and future hope: Infinite holineſs 
tated, according to his poor capaci- 
Tr le. bee mem 5. 


juſtice: with righteouſneſs and obedi- 
'Y ence; Omniſcience andiomniprefence- 
BY firike him with terror when he does. 
evil, and fill him with joy when he 
does. well. The relation of Creator 
and Father engage bim to love and 
adore : Gods natural and moral go- 
vernment of the world, give peace 
and ſecurity to his mind; as. it ſatis · 
* ig that the * providence 
Can, 


with awe Lak reverence; andinfiaits 155 


5 


ean, and always will bring order out 
of confuſion. 


4 PRAYER, formed: uf the conſide. 
ration of ſome of” the Atrios E | 
the Deity. I 


O Gow, ha didft create man af- 
er thy ow] image, vouchſafe 
to pn me right conceptions of thee, I wh 
and to imprint on my ſoul the awful I as 
conſideration of thy glorious attri- ] 
butes, ſo deeply, that I may, at all Y 497 
times, be aſhamed and afraid to of- K th: 
fend thee... Let me; with Joy and ad- is 
eration, contemplate thy amazing 
Fot, in ſending thy Son into the 
world to redeem loſt man. Oh: that 
E could, in return, love the Lord my 
God, with all my heart, with all my 
foul, with all' my ſtrength, and with 
all my mind; — ſhew the ſincerity 
of my love, by yielding a perfect o- 
bedience to all thy commandments. 
40 | STAMP. 
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'STAMP on my ſoul a deep impref- 


ſion of thy goodneſs, which every 


creature partakes of. O let me pay 


my tribute of gratitude . and praiſe for 
this thy ineſtimable goodneſs and be- 


neficence as long as I have any be- 


ing: And let me always endeavour 
to do good to my fellow creatures, 
who ſtand in need of my aſſiſtance, 
as far as my feeble: power reaches. 
Lr me perpetually bleſs thy 20 
dom, which, in every diſpenſation of 
thy providence, uniformly does what 
is fitteft and beſt, which brings order 


out of confuſion, and light out of 


darkneſs. Surely, thy infinite wiſdom 
challenges my chearful reſignation to 


thy holy will at all times, and for- 


bids my repining at thy diſpenſati- 
ons, upon any pretence whatfoever- 

LET me never forget thy! omni- 
| preſence, before which continually 
ſand, and from which no privacy 


or 
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or dankneſs can hide me. Aube 1 
it is impoſſible to fle from thy pre- thy 
| fence, O teach my ſoul to take de. WY (le: 
light in thy vicinity, and avoid eve : MY h. 
1 ry thought, word, and _— * 
4 | <an give thee offence. 1 
PEBRMITH me to adore thy; omit 
a which made the univerſe, out 
of nothing, and ſupports it every N to 
moment. And from the conſiderati· W yn 
on of this attribute, let me put my ¶ qu 
a | tire truſt i in thee, and, being care- 1 
0 fal to do my duty, let me chearfully ¶ aſh 
leave the event of every tg: thas Cle 
concerns me to thy diſpoſal. eve 
I PRINT upon my foul — thi 
and rectitude, which challenge from I mc 
me a thorough ſincerity and upright - 
neſs of heart, an averſion to hypocri- ¶ pre 
ſy, to all ĩntercourſe with fin; and to I 


2 7 , . | . 
every kind of heſitating between God m) 
and mammon;! . Jm) 
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L r me ſtand in ni awe of 
Why puftice, which will by no means 
dear the guilty and impenitent, and 
which warns, me to ſin no more, leſt 
I ſhould be cut off amidſt my pro- 
vocations, and have my N with 
he wicked. 1 

LET thy bleſſed ſpirit enable me 
to revere thy boline/s, which is more 
pure than chat thou canſt behold ini 
quity. O! when ſhall I learn to TY 


hor myſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes for my many tra ons 


Cleanſe me, O moſt holy God, from 
every pollution, that thou mayeſt not 
think me too vile to be received a- 
mong the number of thy ſervants. 
Gi me, O God, an awful im- 
preſſion of thy. ſerenity. and peace, 
which paſs all underſtanding ! Clear 
my ſoul from every confuſion. Wean 
my heart from all unreaſonable at- 
tachments to this world: And for 
i I the: 


— 
Ent 
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.  Jame "to-day, yeſterday, and for ever, 


1 5 1 


the merits and interceſſion of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, vouchſafe to beſtow upot 
me all thoſe graces and virtues tha 
will ſecure — peace e 5 
for ever. 


MDI TATION IV. 


Of the vanity * riches, 3 * 


Senſual Pleaſures, compared 
HDiety and virtur. 


Arx E is no cure or permanen 
comfort in any thing but in thy 


" out: O tne? Gad, who ürt ml. 


*zwithout variableneſt or ſhadow 
turning. Every thing elſe which v 
Poſſeſs, is vain, n, Buchse, and un, 
ſatisfactory. Thoſe things which 
men purſue with the gregteſt eager 
neſs, what ſolid and laſting comfor 
can they beſtow ? Are not riches,'ho 


ndur, D Pleaſure, and _ 


the principal objects which we have 
aſſiduity and earneſtneſs? Let us 
therefore examine them reſpectively, 
and ſee what permanent ſatisfaction 
any or all of them can afford. * 
RrIch Es frequently take to them 
ſelves wings and flee away, and leave. 
the owner much more unhappy than 
they found him. Unfruitful ſeaſons, 
bad money ſecurities, .controyerted 
titles to eſtates, loſſes hy fire and wa- 
ter, falſe friends, intemperance, pro- 
fuſeneſs, long ſickneſs, civil wars, 
and a hundred accidents heſides, 
which we can neither prevent nor 
remove, may deprive us of riches. 
Have not I ſeen, with. pity and re- 
envy of the cities where they lived, 
come to poverty and contempt in a 
few mw Wealth is, indeed, a bleſ- 


e it is ene in a ſubſervi· 
ency 


5 5 
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eney to virtue, otherwiſe it is a ſnate 
and a curſe. Adored for ever be thy 
name, O moft gracious God; who, 
by means of my labour and in- 
duſtry, haſt vouchfafed to beſtory 
upon me a competency of the 
good things of this" werld. Es. 
able me to make a proper uſe of thy 
bounty, and to conſider, that as 
received all · from thy gracious hand, 
ſo it is my duty to employ what it 
ſtill thy own, according to thy deſire. 
Preſerve to me, if it is thy bleſſed will, 
what thou thyſelf haſt been pleaſed 
to give me, amidſt all the dangen 
that furrgund: me; but if, thou 
ſhouldſt think proper to do other 
wile, let mie net only be contented, 
but chearful under thy diſpenſatiors, 
and let me, in every event, bleſs 1 
praiſe: thy holy name for ever. 
As t6-honours, if they mi alter t to 
prids] and tempt to ſin, che poſleſſor 


weft. 
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were much better without chern. &s 
to that honour,- particularly, which 
depends on popular applauſe, there 
is nothing more inconſtant, or leſs 
valuable: The voices which are. loud. 
for you. to. day, may, through faQi- 
on or envy, without any fault of 
yours, be as clamorous againſt yon 
to-morrow. Of this. there haxe hap- 


pened a thouſand nenen in TAY | 


| 

0 

« country. And as to titles af; 
ty, if they are not accompanied with 
d 

s 

1 


merit, they make the owners mare 
univerſally contemptible, | fance..per- 
ſons of high quality are, by their ſta- 
tion, more conſpicuous than theirin-- 
feriors. O my, God, let me never 
covet any other title of honour, but 
dat of being thy fathful ſervant. 
Povzxx, unleſs it is hereditary, is 
generally obtained and ſupported by 
| fraud, faction, corruption, ori vio- 
— and laſts no longer than thoſe 
r I 
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eats Tet ahr the hatred; ehvy, 
and fevenge, which commonly put. 
fue it, ſeldom fail, at laſt, to overtakt 
and pull it down. But ſuppoſe it be. 
reditary, yet {tilt the trouble which 
attends it, and the bad uſeè wich 
commonly made of it, make it, for 
the moſt part, as ſad experience has 
demonſtrated, a burthen and a ſnare, 
rather than. _— 1 * to tie 


Lx x us next enquire; OR Gol 


fort can arife from ſenſual Pler- 
fures? Infamy and difeaſe never fail 


ee des, unleſs they are con- 


-ſtatitly kept in ſubjection to reaſon. 


_ "And is it not ſhameful to place our 
Happineſs in ſuch £ 


brutes? O my God, let thy grace 
enable me to keep my appetites-and 
— always within the War 
which thou haſt preſcribed: : - 

Las: STLY 


Thcations, as 


put us directly upon a level with the 
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TGT gs — of 
great men, a-dependence upon them 
will be ſure to deceĩve you, unleſs 
you meanly and perpetually: facrifice - 
your peace and virtue to their inte- 
reſt and capriee. le is notorious, 


E- 
h 
5 
7 that an ungwarded expreſſien, a ms- 
s 
5 
c 


licious mHF < 
you ſay or do, er the ſmalleſt miſtaxe, 
is ſufficient to make them outen. | 
mies. And if it is a tried friend aa 
relation, or child, you depend on, 
ho ſoon may deatł ſnatch them a- 
i way, and blaſt-all your hopes ina: 

moment! Or, if a virtuous wiſe, 
BE whopartakesyourcares; he ſtudies 
BY your caſe, and whôſt exemplary life 
mages religion amiable; If ſuch a 
ftriend, I ſay, isa real conſolation, as 
no doubt ſhe is, how. is your joy 
turn d into mourning, in caſe you: 
ſurvive her! What heart ean con- 
ceive a diſtreſs equal to the loſs of 
: a much 


epreſentation of any thing 


— 


I . * * * hy 5 at _ 2 
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uch a 3 . who can 
deſdribe the pangs of grief that muſt 
attend every remembrance of her 
Here, eſpecially, a thorough reſigna- 
tion to the will of God, the Apes of 
his ſupport, and the proſpect of x 
happy meeting in heaven, mult come 


toy our relief, or you are wretched. it. 
zudeed. How! properly, - therefore, ¶ en 
do the ſeriptures caution us agaiuſt no 
-Puntingiour gruſt in princes, or in am © pl. 
abild-of man, becauſe there is no he In 
in ham. O moſt mereiful Father, th 
wean my heart from all the fiatul ou 
reliance on wealth, power, or friend- Y { 
lüp therein, but let my affection be it 
-whally fixed on thee, and be thou Ic 
my friend, my guide, and als de- b 

s prodene fo oe. 5:53 
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Tias u E is one of the greateſtbleſſing 


beſtowed by the Almighty on 
his rational creatures, and yet vre 
commonly make: a very bad uſe of 
it. In the days of health and affu ;: 
ence we think it too ſhort, and can: 
not ſpare any part of it from our 
plea ſures to beſtow upon our duty. 
In the days of affliction, indeed, we 
think it abundantly long and tedi- 
ous; and then, if at all, are moſt hker 
ſpeaking, we ſeem to be inſenſible of 
its true value, until. we are ready te 
loſe it. That it may be of ineſtima- 
ble uſe to us, we plainly perceive, 
when we give ourſelves leiſure to 
think, for ſeveral reaſons: Firſt, Be- 
cauſe our reflections upon it, when 
properly. employed, never fail to 

18 | make. 


— 
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make us happy. Ho unſpeakable 
a bleſſing is perpetual duration to an- 
gels and ſaints, who are conſcious of 
having done their duty to their gra- 
eious maſter, and who enjoy his love 
on! 2. Becauſe, even in the declenſi 
en of life, we may ſtill redeem the 
former time which we have miſpent, 
provided we make no tarrying tt 
am to God, and put not off fran 
day to day. 3. Becauſe, after we have 
obſtinately perſiſted in abuſing the 
whole of it allotted us by the Crea- 
tor to work out our own ſalvation, 
and when we ſtand on the extremeſt 
other world, we would: give all the 
riches of the earth, if we had them, 
to bring back a portion of the time 
which we fatally. miſemployed, 
in order to reform our lives, and 
Troen ourlcives 3 
due 


TI wv} 
le due to our fins, when, alas, it is toe 


late? How fatal a blindneſs, how 


to lay hold-of this blefling, while it 
is yet in-our power, conſidering that 
it flies from us every moment, and 
is never to return again fora ſecond 
trial of our obedience? When we 
ſtand on the brink of the grave, we 
ſee things as they really are, without 
any maſk-or falſe colouring. At that 
awful period, power will have loſt its 


o o ⏑ ͥ˙⏑T bf. 8, + 
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to relieve, #nowledge its voice to in- 


ST RX ws 


allure; ſothatthepewerwhich was not 


before exerted to defend the helpleſs, - 

che wealth which never fed the poor. 

the knowledge which never perſua- 1 
ded to virtue, and the pleafureswhich +: 


aroſe from vice, were vvretchedly em- 
5 Rn or madly _ _— 
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perverſe a folly is it, therefore, not 


ſtrength to protect, riches their value 


ſtruct, and pleaſures their charms to 
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che glaomy hour of death, can nei 
mer give hope, peace, nor comfort. 


the proſpectof the great, vWhoſe power 


Ho ſweet, on the other hand, 
as. the reflection of thoſe whole time 
has been employed to good purpoſe, 
according to their capacities and ſta- 
tions in the world! How happy is 


defended the oppreſſed, of the rich, 


whoſe wealth reheved the Pt 
and raiſed merit from diſtreſs, of 

the learned, whoſe Knowledge 
Aiffuſed a love of virtue and pie- Naſti 
ty, and of every perſon who. did 


all the geod, and prevented al 
the evil inchis power ? Their time and 


theip talents were wiſely, employed. 
Death does not approach them like 
the king:of terrors, but like a friend, 


15 Who comes 40 releaſe them from the 
ranity and ſorrows of this world, 


and to charm their minds with a 
-ProſpeR of chat everlaſting peace 


and 


* 


Ib 109i ]| 
and joy, of which they will ſoon be 
put in poſſeſſion. Eternal God, Fa- | 
ther and ruler of the univerſe; take 
me under thy mighty protection, 
and enable me, for the remaining 
part of my time by a conſtant pra- 
ftice of righteouſneſs, charity; and 
icky, to acquire-ſack» habits of lo- 
ing and ſerving chee, that the end 
of my days may be the end of my. 
ions, and the beginningof that? 
erenity and joy, Which is the ever 
ſting portion n ee r 
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aan comforts ariſmg from theo 
good offices of true Crlanditugsr 
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or grandeur can confer on thoſe who 


poſſeſs them. It is not altogether for | 
their own ſake that riches and power 


66 
6s 
0 
are ſo much eſteemed, but chiefſy Y « 
40 
« 
6 


for the ſubſerviency of thoſe friends 

and partiſans which they are ſuppo- 
ſed-to pracure. And, if you take a- 

way ctheſe friendſhips, (falſe and i- 
conſtant as they generally are) riches Y . 


become uſeleſs, and power vaniſhes. ri 

A true virtuous friend has many a- fi 
miable qualities, which, in a low de: 

gree, faintly reſemble the attributes Y- g 

of the deity; reaſon wherewith to o 

„ —adviſc, love to' cheriſh, compaſſion Y 1 
—_ pity, wiſdomto prevent your wants, ft 
and ſometimes power to relieve them; 3 
together with integrity and truth to f 
remove all ſufpicion of deceit and i 

ſelf. intereſt. In ſhort, the benefits | - ; 
aceruing from real friendſhip are i- 
eſtimable: . A true friend, ſays the 1 


It 5 on Sirach, i is a en | 


5 4 and 


[Hemi }Þ 


% © and he that has found ſuch a one 
T if © has: found a treaſure. Nothing 
T9 © can countervail a faithful friend, 
7 „and his excellency is- invaluable. 
> 


A faithful friend is a medicine of 
„ life; and they chat fear Wha Lord 
»“ ſhall find him.“ 

- SvePosEt a man to be dens up- 
on a deſolate iſland; and let a ſupe - 
rior being approach him with a 
friend in one hand, and all the ri- 
ches of the earth in the other, and 
give the man leave to chuſe which 
of the two he moſt deſired. Would 
he heſitate a moment to chuſe the 
friend? Of what uſe could riches he 
nn his preſent ſituation? Is there not 
'Y fomething intrinſic in friendſhip, an 
i inſeparable: bleſſing; uſeful at all 
'Y times; and in all places, which power 
and riches, deſtitute-of incats, en. 
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ties of the creation to contemplate, 
all che animals under his jurisdiction, 


to meglect alb the other: favours he 
had received. We hope, even at the ,,,_ 


tuous friend who has gone hefore us, 
or. whom we ileave behind us in this 


which thou haſt condeſcended to fa- 


SLE 


L 12 1 
Ou firſt parent had all the beat 


and all che pleaſures of paradiſe to pe 
— But when a true friend 5 

preſented to him, he was ſo r 
e with the gift, that he ſeamed 5 


hour of- death, ſoon to meet avi 


World; whereas riches and power 
i (except ſo far as wehave madera vir- 
tuous uſe of them) rare then to de 
part from us for ever. 
erde uad magnify y ben 
amel Omy gracious God. for thoſe 
faithful and upright: friends with 


vour me. et their good enample 
excite me to love and ſerve these. 


And, O Lord, if it be conſiſtent with 


; 
F 
” 
—— 
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ty wiſdom and juſtice; let our 


friendſhip,” begun through thy mer- 
cy here, be Ce ITS: 


ated: to eee . . 231 "IO 
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we: are in this world ſo fürroduck 
ed with objects, which contk- 
nually ſtrilee one or other of bur fen- 
ſes, that we find it'a-Urfficult tall to 
witlidraw our attention from them, 
and meditate on things at a diſtance. 
But, ſurely, when things at a Ufſtante | 
are ſo very "intereſting, ok. our” ktet⸗ Wo 
nal ha rider or miſery muff be, and f 
when we are abſclütely certain, that 
this ant thing will Tow be pres 
ſent wick every indfy idual of us WO 
e alive; it ig an ufficcbuflta- 
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ble infituation never to think of ot 
future condition. If;a-worldito come 


acxcites ouriftar or hope, be- 
cauſe of its imagined diſtance, it 
thould, at leaſt, employ our reaſor 
and reflection, beeauſe* of its - cer- 
tainty. But why ſhould not even 
diſtant proſpect of heaven animate 
and exalt our hope? To a perſon who 
attends to the natural conſequences 
of the univerſal. practice of virtue in 
any ſociety, What gan appear more 
amiable, or more to be deſired, chan 
che felicity vf heaven 
Jo be admitted into che compi 
Dy. of angels and ſaints, eminent in 
virtue and pigty, among whom be 
| Is olence to their fellgw;., creatures 
diſcovers, inſet in . overy: action, 
158 2 from 2. pure principle of be 
: there is this only emulation, 
who ſhall moſt advance. che happi 
nels of others? Wwherr hae "Res 
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full. of knowledge inform them that 

have leſs; diſplaying the wiſdom; the 
goodneſs, the power, dnd;hohnefs-of 
ity God, to the joy and admiration uf 
du thoſe whem they inſtruct : were an 
r | univerſal example of rectitude and 
F purity adrnits no temptation! tw vice: 
But, on che contrary; daily improve 
ments are made in the knowledge of 
themſelyes and of their duty, ef che 
works of creation and, previdence, 
of God's natural and moralłgovern— 
ment of che world, ſubjects equally 
above all, where the irradiations of 
God's ſpirit diſcover; his infinite ho- 
lineſs, glory and: goodneſs to every 
individual, an proportion as that in- 
diyiduat is: ſit to receive fath imprav- 
ing coramunications: This, indeed, 
is joy unſpeakable, uhich ye hat nat 
Jen, nor car heard, nor entered inio the 

heart of man to conc ive... 
22G1240 VIEW 
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ws 1 

/Vrew: the condition of man in 
eee and conſider whether his 
continuance; here can be any more 

chan a ſmall portion of his exiſtence, 
and then ſay, whether any other ob- 

ject, befides piety and virtue; is wor. 
thy of his earneſt purſuit? If, from 
ſeventy: years, the commen bounds 
ry of old: age, you deduct the time 
ſpent in the thoughtleſſneſs of child 
hood, in the follies of youth, in tlie 
cares and anxieties of manhood; in 
tlie pains and infirmities of old age, 
in ſleep, neceſſary recreations; dreſ. 
ſing and refreſtuments of the body; 
how much, or rather how little will 
remain for the exereiſe of u,j men- 
tal faculties; which alone diſtinguiſſ 
us from the brute creation? Would 
the wiſe Creator have endowed us 
with a reaſonable ſoul; to be annihi- 
lated" after- ſuch” A MY: period of 
neflection?”, Winged oi en ns 
Bees: 
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B ESI DES, if we attend ita the com— 
mon calamities of human life, hex 
ſhould we imagine, that a, graciouns 
God would ſend man into the world 
to ſuffer ſo much, and then to be ur- 
terly deſtroyed? The evils- we are 
ſubject to, from natural diſtempers, 
from accidental hurts, from our o]n 
vice and folly and from the violence 
and wickedneſs of others, are innu- 
merable; in ſo much, that all wri- 
tien and modern, ſacred and 

profane, philoſophers; hiſtorians, and 
e agree im lamenting the afſſic - 
tions of mankind. To mention but 
a few. inſtances of the moſt extraor- 
dinary of theſe calamities: The uni- 
verſal deluge, the plague of Athens, 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the per- 
ſecutions and wars on account of re- 
ligion, the irruptions of barbarous 
nations into the more civilized couni-- 
tries of Europe, the late 8 
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of Liſbon, and the preſent war in 
Germany! How can we reconcile 
theſe horrid fcenes with the power, 
- wiſdom and goodneſs of God in hi 
government of the world, if man 
was created only to endure ſueh 
ſhocking miſeries, and then to vanyh 
into nothing? It has been calculated 
by eminent mathematicians , that 
half the human race dies before ſe. 
venteen. If, therefore, this life is 
but the beginning of our exiſtenes, 


and ſcarce long enough to diſciplineſ 
and qualify us for the enjoyment off] 
the remaining part, what folly, what of 
madneſzisit, to waſtethepreſentperiod '*: 
in any purſuit which will be deſtruc- & 


tive to vs when it comes to a cloſe! 
: _— Ons; Oy we) Pr 


See Hilley's ther: caltulated, "Vi the bil ©": 
af mortality in Sileſia, and the rules laid down for to 
| __—_ chances of the : duration of lives. . ai 
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fied, and riches or power badly em- 
ployed, will obſtruct our future fe- 
licity. Nothing but piety and vir- 
tue can qualify us for happineſs in 

the yet inviſible part of our duration: 
Nothing elſe is worth our attention. 


and whatever ſtands in oppoſitian to 


them ſhould be rejected with abhor- 
reace. We muſt look upon ourſelves 
as individuals only of the, great ſyſ- 
tem of the, univerſe, under the go- 


vernment of one fupreme and per- 


fect being. We muſt, as far as lies 
in our power, aim at the proſperity 4 
of the whole, without ever attempt- 

ing to rob another member of the 


community of any Part of his con- . 5 
venience in this life, in order to ap- | 


propriate that conyenience to our- 
ſelves. In ſhort; we muſt lincerely F 
endeavour. to do · our duty, according 
to the plain and known layys of God, 


and habituate our minds here to = 


FER partake 
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partake of the pure and virtuous 
pleuſures of that Tociety, i into which 
ve deſire to be admitted | hereafter; 
and, with a humble ſubmiſſion to tu 
the divine will, rather be pleaſed in 
than ee ee nen up- or 
proach of ou, rt emo val. 
NGT l Sn abe mercifil 
Father, author of my life and all my 
comforts, who has vouehſafed to 
create me Ker thing dn imügefand- 
to make me capable of enjoying thy 
| preſence and favour” for ever; let 
me not deface that image by ſin 
and rebellion againſt chee. Enable 
me to keep my affections and appe- 
tites perperually under the govern. 
ment of reaſon, and let piety and 
virtue Prevail over every oppoſition 
to them in my ſoul, during this pre- 
ſent ſtare of trial. And,” fince the 
ſtrug ggle 'canndt now continue long, 


let 2 e enter the lifts agaitift every 


cot- 


by * 1 


corruption of my heart, mwithreſoly: 
tion and perſeverance, waiting chear- 
fully for that bleſſed day, when the 
1 0 of my paſſions ſhall ſubſide 
in peace, and temptations to g 
or vice hall delude no dee 55h 


MEDITATION Vill. 
of DU ERIN 0 RSEIVES. 


* conquer ME TEES. or to bridle 


and check every appetite and . 
paſſion that ariſe in our minds in op- 


poſitien to reaſon, is a noble xictory, 
and worthy to be obtained, at che ex- 
pence of any labour or trouble which 
it may coſt us. Human life, in this 
vWworld, is properly called a warfare: 
bOur appetites and paſſions, or the 
brutal part of our compoſition, are 
I perpetually. rebelling againſt gur ea⸗ 


„ ſon, ſometimes aſſaulting it wich oem 2 


2 riglence, and * furpriſing 
> — [ 


it * 
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| ie by mere too arfolly laid to to be 
avoided. 

0 Ber the e and Wenz 

: of the enemy drawn up againſt rea. 

- fon, to bring it under ſubjection, i 1s 

indeed terrible. Furious anger, fierce 

luſt, brutal intemperance, rancorous 

envy, cruel covetouſneſs, barbarous 

revenge, indecent pride, dark treach- 

ery, and all the horrid train of 

corruption that dwells in an undiſci- 

| plined heart: All theſe in their turns 

„ advancing againſt reaſon, conſtitute 

: a FEES; and dreadful band of adver- 

ſaries, which muſt be oppoſed” with 

the moſt firm and reſolute courage 

Reaſon indeed has its auxiliaries; 

conſcience, the witneſs of God with: 

in the ſoul, perpetually declaring for 

it againſt every kind of known wie- 

kedneſs; diſgrace and ſhame;'toge} * 

©  therwiththereſtraintof human laws, | ? 

to 9 violence and fraud; fad], 
* examples 


+ 88 } 
examples of diſeaſes and poverty, ta 
check luſt and intemperance; a moral 
ſenſe of benevolence and humanity, 
to reſiſt covetouſneſs, anger, and ma- 
lice; and that peace of mind, and un- 
ppeakable complacency, which al- - 
"Y ways attend beneficence, to oppoſe en- 
ry and revenge. But, alas, wirh all 
N theſe reſources, reaſon has generally 
of 
1 


proved too weak for its adverſaries, 
in ſo much, that the wiſeſt obſervers 
of human nature have pronouneed 
the majority * among mankind to be 
wicked, while; only a few exalted F 
fpirits, after a long and refolute firug- 
gle, have been able to conquer their 
appetites. and paſſions, and bring 
them under a thorough DL dad 
to reaſon. - | 
THIS was almoſt univerſally the 
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caſe of the world before the appear: 
_ ance of Chriſt; nor need we wonder 
at it, ſince the beſt cultivated ſpirits 
among the heathens were dubious of 
the immortality- of the ſoul. Socra- 
tes himſelf diſcourſes with great un- 
certainty about it juft before his 
death: And this univerſal uncertain: 
ty made ſome of the brighteſt geni- 
uſes of antiquity treat the rewards 
and puniſhments of a future life as 
mere fables“; for if the ſoul, ſaid 
they, did not ſubſiſt after death, how 
ſheuld/ it be affected witk rewards 
and'puniſhmients? Or, if its exiſtence 
was at beſt but dubious, wherar 
conſifted men's encouragement to 
virtue? And how ſhould a hard race 
be run with vigour, for a prize which 
no man was ſure of obtaining, ſup 


| Poſe he had conquered? But bleſſed 


# T Mox te premet nox, fabuleque manes, 
Et domus exilis Plutonia. Ho R. 
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be the God of all mercies, the caſe 
is nom much mended, if men would 
be juſt to themſelves. The Saviour 
of the world, Who knew the neceſſi : 
ty of righteouſneſs, in erder to b 
happy, knew alſo our frailty. ang 
temptations to fin, and has therefore 
given greater encouragements, and 
propoſed more powerful motives and 
inducements to the practice of vir- 
tue than the world ever heard of be- 
fore; and thereby has added a weight 
to the ſcale of reaſon, whieh ought to 
preponderate againſt. every oppoſiti: 
on. If you aſk: what theſe motives 
and encouragements are? I anſwer, 
in the firſt place, that our Redeemer 
has aſcertained: the iramortality of | 
the ſoul, which: he alone could: do, 
who came from the father of ſpirits; 
who perfectly knew the nature of the 
ſoul of man, and the purpoſes for 
which. it was exeated. Secandly; He 
aro” 1 * 83 << v8" 


has diſcovered the neeeſſity which the 
foul is to undergo, to habituate it- 
felf to the love and practice of virtue, 

in order to qualify it for admiſſion 
into that abode of purity and holi- 
neſs, where nothing unclean can ever 
enter; and; indeed; where no ſpirit, 
continuing wieked- or impure; would 
ever be happy, or reliſh the enjoy: 
ments of that blefled fociety, ſuppoſe 
it could enter. Nor can I: poſſibl/ 
conceive, what well grounded: hope, 


or proſpect, a ſinner can entertain of 


future happineſs, without believing 
in the merits and ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt. He ſtands, without doubt; 
guilty. of many tranſgreſſions, for 
which he can neither make any ex- 
ouſe to God, nor any reſtitution to 
the party offended. And therefore, 
as he can make no atonement, how 
can be expect forgiveneſs? Whereas 
the Chriſtian has a poſitive promiſe 
284 2. from 
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e 
from God, tliroꝰ the-merits and me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt; of forgiveneſs 
and reconciliation, provided: he will 


repent of the evil of bis ways, and 


fincerely reſolve to do his duty for 


the future. Thirdly, He has given. 


us a moſt gracious aſſuranee, that the 


holy fpirit of God ſhall effeQually- 


aſſiſt all who. ſincerely endeavour to 


do their duty; and ſhall either pre- 


ſerve them from temptation, or ſup· 
port and deliver them when they are 
tempted; And four thly, He has ſuf- 
fered death on the croſs, to vindicate 
the Honour of God's laws, to ſhewr 
the odiouſneſs of ſin; to obtain par! 
don for the ſincere penitent, and re. 
ſtore him to the favour of the Deity, 
WIT E this aſſiſtanee and encou- 
ragement, therefore, we may conquer 
our paſſions, if we endeavour it in 
good earneſt, and we have none to 
blame but ourſelves for any miſery 
190153 brought 
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brought cn ourvices. "What 
can a wicked man now plead in his 
oven juſtification, hen he appears 
before the-impartial tribunal of the 
righteous Judge of the univerſe? Will 


he dare to affirm, that as often as his 
conſcience remonſtrated againſt his 
inclination to ſin, ſo often, at that in- 
ſtant, he earneſtly intreated af God, 
for Chriſt's fake; to aſſiſt him with his 
holy ſpirit to conquer the corrupt 
een, of his Kratz Ah no! for 


have: mee: — requeſt. 1 
ALule RTT and moſt, ; onions 
God, who, of thy infinite mercy, haſt 


hie and immortality te the cleareſt 
light, to redeem. loſt man, and to aſ- 
ſure him af the aſſiſtance of thy holy 


ſpirit, under every trial and tempta · 


tion, while he is ſincerely determined 
to do his duty, and art ready, at his 
20 gu earneſt 
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ſent thy Son into the world, to bring 
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earneſt requeſt, to ſtrengthen him in 
the practice of every virtue: Since 

thou haſt done ſo much for us, O 
jet our ſtubborn hearts be ſoftened - 
by ſuch a profuſion of favours; let 
us, under thy protection, ſtruggle vi 
gorouſſy againſt every appetite and 
paſſion, that would draw us afide 
from piety and virtue; and let us not 
baſely betray ourſel ves, and court 
our own ruin, while thou 22 
deſireſt that we fhould repent, a> 
mend, and BON: ever e 248 
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Mzpirariex IX. 152 


of REPENTANCE: | 


Wi E are commanded to. repent of 
e ur paſt fins, and amend; our 
lives; if we expect admittance into 
che kingdom of God, which may be 
truly and literally faid to be near to 
every individual now living upon 
b de becauſe the day of death will 
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quickly 1 every oc of n 
fix; our doom for exer. 
Fux word, repentance, is, in the o- 
riginal Greek of the New Teſtament, 
called , Which fignifies a tho- 
rough change of mind. When a ſin- 
ner, therefore, is commanded; to re- 
N the meaning is, that whereas 
sf: Lhe cate venting 
wickedneſs, he muſt now change bis 
mind entirely; he muſt be ſenſible 
of, and grie ved. for his former errors, 
and muſt, during the time to come 
of his life, proceed in a new'and 
contrary courſe of righteoumeſs. 
Txx neceſſity of this change of 
mind will evidently appear, if we re- 
flect on the infinite holineſs of God; 
on the purity and piety af angels; 
on the ſanctity and benevolence of 
the ſpirits of good men, who inhabit 
the rens of bliſs and nn. 


CY 


BY 
: 4h 9 #4 be 


— 


WW a Bo nn Ei POE. ow lf. 


2 


1 


be to imagine, that creatures immer- 
ſed in ſenſuality and voluptuouſneſs, 
tainted with envy, hatred, and ma- 
lice, habituated to pride, cov Du 
neſs, and lying, or delighted with 
the practice of fraud, crueky, and 
revenge, ſhould be admitted citizens 
of the new Jeruſalem, wherein dwel- 
kth righteouſneſs, and into which. a- 
ny thing that defileth ſhall in noways 
enter! But ſuppoſe finners ſhould be 
admitted, without a ſincere reforma- 
tion of mind, what muſt be the con- 
ſequence? If we ſeriouſly conſider the 
refined pleaſures; and tranſcendent 


joys of thoſe bleſſed regions, which 


conſiſt in converlivg, and having an 
intimacy with angels and blefſed ſpi- 
rits, full of knowledge, benevolence, 


_ purity and integrity; and in being 


received into the preſence of God, ; 
10 contemplate: his perfections, aud 


ere. 


to „ a manner adapted to 
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t 97} 
our faculties, bis holineſs, goodnek, 
and truth; how can we imagine it 
poſſible, that an unreformed ſinner 
ſhould be properly. qualified | to Far- 
take of, or delight 40 OA: enter- 
tainments? Do gt 


F 


SHALL itbeſaid, Ta he Almigh : 


7 will himſelf change their minds 
inſtantaneouſly, and make babitual 
ſinners become holy. in a moment, 
without any previous repentance? 
We do not diſpute the omnipotence 
of God, or that he .can from flones 
raiſe up children to Abraham. But if 
it be probable that God ever will, by 
an act of Power, change, an impe- 


nitent ſinner into a ſaint, why are 


we deſired to work out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling : Why are 


ve commanded by God to be holy, 


for he 1s holy : P Why are we told, the 
ul. that fameth, He Hall die? And 
why have we catalogues given us in 


ſcripture, 


ic 


* 


declared to .exclude men from the 
kingdom of heaven? In ſhort, if men 
may commit what wickedneſs they 
pleaſe, and God will nevertheleſs 
make them holy i in an inſtant, wich- 
out any previous repentance, it will 
follow, that all thoſe precepts which 
recommend the practice of piety and 
virtue, are, at beſt, uſeleſs, and 
might very well be ſpared. PE 
IT was the opinion of the heathen 
chilaſdpharss that the joys of the Ely- 
ſian fields conſiſted principally in 
men's diverting themſelves with the 
ſame amuſements, and in partaking 


of the ſame entertainments which 


gave them the higheſt pleaſure * in 
this world. And Mohammed, pa- 
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— u gratia curruum 
Armorumque fut viyis, quz cura nitentes 


Fafcere. equos, eadem NE CO Vens. 
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radiſe differs very little from che Pa- 
gan Elyſium. But hoy groſs ſoever 
theſe notions be, they plainly inti- 


mate, that it was natural to imagine, 


khat the habits with which men left 
this world, ſhould remain with them 
in the next, and according as theſe 
habits were virtuous or criminal, 
ſhould there become their torment or 
felicity. And tho' the joys of hea- 
ven, which the Chriſtian religion has 
revealed, are infinitely more pure, re- 
fined, and perfect, than thoſe which 
the heathens or Mohammedans have 
imagined, yet ſtill our religion teach- 
es us, that we muſt be initiated into 
theſe joys on earth, before we can 
Poſſeſs or reliſh them in heaven; that 
is, we muſt endeavour to practiſe ho- 
lineſs, righteouſneſs, charity, and e- 
very other virtue here, before we can 
hope to take delight in the practice 


of them hereafter, ſince, in the 4; 
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feQion and univerſality of piety and 
virtue, the pleaſures. of thoſe happy 
manſions. do in a great meaſure con- 
fiſt. From this we plainly perceive; 
that the commandmers which en- 
joins us repentance, (like all the o- 
ther commandments of God) is cal 
culated. purely for our own benefit, 
becauſe, without this obedience, we 

exclude ourſelves from that felicity, 
which Chriſt has purchaſed for us, 
and which is. offered to us on the 
conditions of the goſpel. 5018 
Bor „ 15 not on- 
ly calculated for our benefit, we have 
alſo great encouragement to the prac- 
tice of it, by the earneſt invitation 
which our merciful Father. gives us 
to return to him from the error of 
aur: REE; « Caſt away all, your 
tranſgreſſions, and make you a 
4 new heart and a new ſpirit, for I 
* have no pleaſure. in the death of 


M2. | i binn . 
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him that dieth, ſays che Eard God; 
* wherefore turn yonrfelves and 
* hve.” Again, If the wicked 
man will turn from all his fins 
* that he has committed, and keep 


© all my ſtatutes, he ſhall ſurely live, 


and his tranſgreſſions that he has 
committed ſhall not be mentioned 
* unto him. ” Addtothis, the decla- 


ration made in the goſpel, that there 


is joy in heaven over a ſinner chat re- 


penteth. And alſo the example of the 
prodigal ſon: Both Which are ama: 
zing inſtances of the goodneſs and 
eompaſſion of our heavenly Father, 


and, to a mind ſuſceptible of grati- 


tude, an irreßiſtible indueement to 


repentance. | _ 1 


Mrxcirul Gop! ſhall we be 
ſuch deſperate enemies. to ourſelves, 


and ſo fatally negligent of our own 
happineſs, as to light this command- 


ment, f changing our heedleſs and 
vicious. 
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vicious courſe of life, and returning to c 
thee, while yet it is in our power to 
reſcue ourſelves from Wehling; mi- 
ſery?,, . 

Ax n now to- brings this dodtine 
of repentance home to myſelf: What 
have I to plead in excuſe for my dns, 
and for my backwardneſs to repent 
and amend ?. How often haſt thou, 
my Father and my God, by heaping, 
thy favours, upon me, invited me to 
taſte and ſee that thou art gracious" 
While at the ſame time, the ſtubborn- 
neſs of my paſſions and appetites, and 
the allurements of ſin, have made mg. . 
cold and backward in thy ſervice! I 
ſhould probably have periſhed in the 
fooliſh indulgence of theſe appetites 
and paſſions, if thou, of thy infinite 
compaſſion, hadſt not been pleaſed to 
ſpare me, until age and reflection 
have, in ſome meaſure, abated their 
power over my reaſon. And ſhall I, 

71 M 3 | SO 2 to 


1 © 
to the aft; make a bad uſe of all thy 


favours? Shall 1 now; inſtead of the 
mad pranks ati Toflics-of youth, 


adopt the crafty and over-reaching 


— 


ins of age? For ſake me not, O my 


gracious Lord, when I' am old and 
£ greOſtheaded.. Thave been eſtranged | 
from thee too long; let me now/draw 
near to thee with a fixed refolution, 
never to depart from my duty for the 
future. Let ſhame and grief, for my 
former tranſgreſſions, poſſeſs nry foul 
with an abhorrence againſt every de- 
viation from my duty intime coming: 
Let the remembrance of thy mercies 
inſpire my ſoul with gratitude to 
thee, my great benefactor; and let my 
hope, thro' Chriſt, of thy acceptanee 
of my ſervice, (miſera ble as it is; and 
wretched, alas!" as the offerings of a 
frail heart are ſtill likely. to he) de- 
termine my ſoul to ſerve thee; if not 
perfectly, yet, at leaſt, ſincerely, du- 
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ring che ſhort remainder of my con- 
tinuance in a vain and vicious worlds 
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the Ange 
where, and is not far from any 


T. 


of us; as in him ve live, move, und 5 


Have our being, yet his operations on 
earth are inviſible to mortal eyes. 


„ Bebold Hg forard but hes na 
but Pecan- # 

perceive him: Om the left hand- 
vyhere he does work, but cannot 


there; and b 
© not 


« behold bim; he hideth himſelf on 
the right hand, that. I cannot ſee 


he diſplays his glory, and 


their J amen Wo 
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© him? Heaven is the place where 


himſelf openly to his. ſervants- K 
will alſo be the final and everlaſting 
abodeof juſt men made perfedt; where 


F x49 1 


the utmoſt extent of their hopes or 
wiſhes. Thoſe bleſſed ſouls which. 
adhered to the commandments of 


God, in ſpite of all the temptations: 


and ſnares of a wicked world, and 
ran with patience the race that was 
ſet before them, are there, thro' the 
merits and interceſſion of theaRe- 
deemer of mankind, rewarded with. 
everlaſting felicity and glory. O 


forfeit this proſpect of happineſs for 
the ſake of gratifying an unruly ap- 
petite, a corrupt paſſion, or an ill- 


judged affection, for any thing that 


this tranſitory life can afford? Can 


any ſociety be equal to that of an- 


gels Can any felicity be conceived 
ſo great, as that of being admitted 


into the preſence and favour of God? 


And (to ſpeak of joys leſs ſublime 
and more familiar to our narrow ap- 
prehenſions) what charms will it not 


* — 


wretched and fooliſh heart ! wilt thou 
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7 the innocent and endetaining 
converſation of thoſe great men, who, 
3 
| 


in all ages, have made themſelves 
renowned for virtue, genius, and 
|| Enowldge? eſpeeially as thoſe extra- 
ordinary qualities are then diſtover⸗- 4 
ed pure and unmixed with vice or -Y 
„error. What a heightening it is to 
this entertainment, that envy, ha- 
|| tred; and-malice, ſo deteſtable and: BY 
" | miſchievous on earth, are now no 
more; and that their place is ſuppli- 
ed by love;  fincerity. and univerſal 
' BY beneficence. Here poverty, fick-. 
' Y neſs, and pain are unknown, where 
| proſperity, vigour, and eaſe reign for 
ever! Moroſeneſs and peeviſhneſs are 
excluded, while chearfulneſs and wo 
complacency adorn every mind. 
Fraud, falſhood, and. oppreſſion are 
all ſtrangers, in a region where good- 
nels, juſtice, and uprightneſs dwell 


13 


in every hearts where joy es in 
every eye, and glory crowns every 
head ; and where (in the intervals of 
praiſe, adoration, and thankſgiving, 
offered to the majeſty of the ſupreme 
being) a free and familiar converſa- 
tion with angels, ſaints, and ever h 
bleſſed friends, n ennobles, 
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WIV we conſider our natural I 2 
dependence on God, who crea- 

ted us, who preſerves us, who ſup- 1 

plies all our wants here, and from 8 

whom alone we expect happineſs ' 
hereafter, there cannot be a more ; 


valuable privilege conferred upon us, 
than to have daily and hourly acceſs 1 
to this great and gracious Being, to 
be permitted to lay all our complaints 

| 5 before 


wel ah 


ſince his goodneſs is infinite towards 


1 143 J 
before him, and to offer our ſuppli- 
cations to him for relief. But hap= 


pily for us, we are not only permit- 
ted, we are alſo invited and exhorted 


to pray to him, and aſſured, that he ; | 


who ſeeketh ſhall find, and that to 
him who knocketh, it ſhall be open- 
ed. That it is our higheſt honour, 
and the greateſt mercy that can be 
ſhewed us, to be thus required to ad- 
dreſs God, we ſhall eaſily apprehend,  - 
if, on the one hand, we conſider his 
infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, _ 
and, on the other hand, our own. 
weakneſs, ignorance, and wretched- 
neſs; that we are the loweſt of all 
the rational creation; and that by ſin 


we have made ourſelves miſerable, 


and poor, and blind, and naked. 

Bur why ſhould we pray, ſince 
God knows our wants before we aik, 
and our 1gnorance in aſking, and 


his 


i) 


Ks creatures, and ready to ſupply all is 
- theirneceſlities? I anſwer, I. Becauſe ¶ te 
God commands us to pray, and what It! 
are we, that we ſhould-diſpute bis or- 2 
ders? 2. To pray, ſhews that we. are u 
ſenſible of our Wants and of our de- tc 
pendence, which, ſhould make us 0. 
more earneſt in aſking aſſiſtance, and 
more thankful when it is obtained. fe 
VIA x is prayer? Prayer is a de- g 
vout lifting up of our ſouls to God in I ſi 
faith and hope, to implore his bleſ- tt 
fing, and comprehends adoration, || 1s 
confeſſion, petition and thankſgiving. to 
As to adoration, what can be more I ſe 
reaſonable, or becoming our conditi- | Y 
on, than to adore him to whom we hi 
owe all our comforts. That eternal de 
being, of infinite wiſdom, power, and I ſt⸗ 
goodneſs, from whom we derive our m 
exiſtence, and upon whom alone we fr. 
depend for every good thing that we to 
either erjoy or expect. The thaught 
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is boundleſs! For whether we con- 
template the ineffable perfection of 
the Deity, or our own pitiable indi- 
gence, a thouſand reaſons crowd in 
upon us, which engage us to thank,” ff 
to praiſe, and to adore our Friend, 
our Father, and our Gd. 

A SECOND part of prayer is con- 
feſſion. How can we expect for- 
giveneſs of our ſins, unleſs we are ſen⸗ 
ſible of them? And if we are ſenſible 
that we have offended, our next ſtep 
is to be ſorry for them, to take ſhame 
to ourſelves, to confeſs our treſpaſ- 
ſes ingenuouſly before our maſter” 
whom we have oftended, to implore 
his pardon, for the ſake of our Re- 


deemer, and relolve, with the afh- 


ſtance of his Holy Spirit, to fin no : 
more. Since he, who knows our 
frailty, has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to accept of our repentance, inſtead - 
of unſinning obedience, which is not 

12 N in 
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in our power, ſhall we endeavour to 
hide choſe ſins of which we are de- 
termined to repent? No, ſurely; we 
muſt acknowledge our faults before 
we can be in a diſpoſition to amend. 
It is true, that God, in whoſe pre- 
ſence we commit all our wickedneſs, 
knows them perfectly without our 
confeſſion; but it is alſo true, that 
God requires our acknowledgment, 
not to inform him of our guilt, but 
to teſtify our contrition, and our de- 
ſire to return from a courſe of un- 
righteouſneſs and miſery, into the 
road of virtue and happineſs, 

PRAYER, in the third place, com- 
prehends petition, according to that 
excellent pattern ſet before us by our 
Lord, in which there are four petiti- 
ons; 1. Give us this day our daily 
bread. 2. Forgive us our treſpa ſſes. 
3. Lead us not into temptation. 4. 
Deliver us from evil. The reaſona- 
bleneſs 
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bleneſs and neceſſity of theſe petiti- 


ons are obvious to the ſlighteſt con- 
fideration. 1. Give us this day our 


daily bread. There is no man, from 


the king who fits on the throne, to 


the beggar who lies in the ſtreet, hut 
ftands in need of preferring this pe- 
tition. Suppoſe a man ever ſo rich, 


he cannot eat his filver or gold, or 
clothe himſelf with his woods or 


fields; and unleſs the Almighty 
vouchſafes to crown the year with his 
bleſſing, there will neither he bread 


to eat, nor wool or flax to clothe the 


greateſt among mankind. Lamen- 


table, therefore, is the vanity of that 


fool, who fancies himſelf independent 
on God in any reſpect, ſince the bigh- 
eſt and haughtieſt man on earth, 


(however his pride and ignorance 


may prompt him to think otherwiſe) 
depends on God for his daily ſubſi- 
-Rence, a as much as the beaſts of the 
N 2. field, 


he 4" he : 
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field, and the fiſhes of the ſea, who 
all wait upon him, that be may give 
: oy their ment in dus ſeaſon. © 
IRE ſecond petition, Forgive us 
our treſpaſſes, is not leſs neceſſary to 
| z bib preferred. As, on the one hand, 
we ſin daily againſt God, and the i- 
maginations of our hearts are evil 
continually; and ſince, on the other 
hand, Gd is holy, and hates fin; it 
follows, that we muſt be either puniſſi- 
ed for our iniquities, or obtain for- 
giveneſs of them on the conditions 
- propofed in the goſpel. l 
Ass to the third petition, Lead us 
not into temptation. When we re- 
flect on our ſituation in this world, 
and the many obſtructions we meet 
with in the road to virtue, we have 
great reaſon to watch and pray, that 
ue enter not into temptation. We 
find, from ſad experience, that the 
enticements of the world, from with- 
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; oog ure laying icentinusl ſnares for 
N to make us prefer pleaſure, pro- 
* Prin or power, to our duty; while our 
appetites and paſſions from within, 
are ready to betray, and give us up- 
. 1 © their deluſion: What can a wretc hk 
do, therefore, who is deſtitute of God's 
1 | afliſtance to protect him from ſuch 
powerful adverſaries? Is he not like a 
ſhip in a tempeſt without a pilot, rea- 
dy to be daſhed to pieces by the firſt 
rock or bank that comes in his way? 
TH E fourth petition, Deliver us 
from evil, is alſo indiſpenſibly requi- 
red to be offered up in our daily 
prayers. What a dreadful number of 
| moral and natural evils do continu- 
ally ſurround us, which we can nei- 


e 


- ther foreſee nor prevent. And where | 
can we be ſecure from their attacks 
but under the protection of that Be-. 

- wg; of infinite goodneſs. and power, 

- . 3 2 who 
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who is able EP: willing to allt Us, 
Hh .make him our ſole dependence. 

IN: the laſt pen prayer- compre- 
bends thankigiving. If food and rai- 
ment, health and liberty, the uſe of 
reaſon, the ſenſe of religion, the pro- 
ipect of felicity and every bleſſing 
which we enjoy here, or hope for 
: By uu ago fill our hearts with gra- 
titude to the ſaurce from which wede- 


and magnify the glorious name of 


4 and to have his praiſe perpe- 


tually 3 in our hearts and mouths? 
O moſt; holy and merciful God, 

23 to anger, od of great kindneſs, 

L have ſinned, what {ball I ſay unto 


_ thee, O thou preſerver of men. If 
thou wilt contend with me, I can- i 
not anſwer one of a thouſand. . I am 


_ aſhamed to lift up my face unto thee. 
Have mercy upon me, O God, ac- 


| copflingts thy great goodnck,accord- 
ing 


9 
* 


Tipe them al, ought we not to ble, 
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85 ing to the: multitude of. thymiercles, 
e. do away mine iniquities. And: let 
e- | the ſufferings: of thy: beloved. ſun a- 
tone for my treſpaſſes. Lead me, 
f | for my Redeemer's fake, O lead me. 
-in the way everlaſting. Feach me 
g | todo the thing that pleaſes thee, for 
x | thou art my God: Guide me with 
- | thy counſel here; and after that re- 
ceive me with mercy. Forſake me 
& | not when Lam old and grey headed, 
f | but conduct me by thy Holy Spirit 
-. | thro' the few ſteps Which yet remain 
of my paſſage to that eternal peace, 
where temptation, ſin, ſorrow, and 
death are unknown. Let thy king - 
a _ of univerſal righteouſneſs, cha- 
rity, bolinefs and happinefs come; f 
Wn let thy bleſſed will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven. Be gracious 
e. to all in diſtreſs, O Father of the uni- 
- | verſe, and let every knee bo to thee, 


- | every $00gue: a to thee, and e- 
8 | 8 11 141 very 


— 


* 1 
x i * 
_ 
7 * b o 
* = 4 _ 
4 4 * 2 1 
=» 


L892] 4 7 
very heart adore thee, and let theearth: 


be full of theknowledgeand praiſe of 


| bay wry chem kover We ſea. 


/MspiT&TION XII. 


Of th the Works of Creation and P rovidence; 


- N | a F I impoſſible to obſerve what paſ- 
E ſes in. the natural or moral world, 
without acknowledging the wonder- 
ful power and wiſdom of God in the 


3 creation of. the- One, and the govern- 


ment of the other. Why does the 
fan, move annually in the ecliptic, 


and not in the equator.? Is it not to 
give thereby a comfortable viciſſitude 


of cold and heat, of winter and ſum- 
| mer to the earth; and, by that means, 
to beſtow food and health on all its 
inhabitants. 


ſeems deſolating to the inattentive, is 
nevertheleſs happily employed, i in re- 
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For winter“, tho“ it 


bf 


pleniſhing the ſoit with materials for 
vegetation, , neceflary to the produc- 
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tions of the following ſeaſons, which, 


by their - gradual heat, bring the 
fruits of the earth to their proper 
growth and ripeneſs. Why is the 
ocean agitated with a never cealing 
flux and reflux? Is it not to prevent 
its waters from ſtagnating and grow- 
ing putrid, and thereby deſtroy ng. 


not only all the living creatures 


within it, but alſo all that are near 
it, as far as the neiſome ſtench, and 


peſtiferous infection could extend? 
What rolls the earth every day on its 


axis? The mereiful appoĩutment of 
God, in order to apply its ſeveral: 
parts, ſucceſſively, to the enlivening 
rays of the ſun, which cheriſh all its 
Inhabitants, and: produce ſuch an. 
endleſs variety of proviſions for their 
ſubſiſtence. Why do the fixed ſtars 
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i Eke ſo many ſuns, to animate 
their reſpective ſyſtems, thro' the im- 
menſe bounds of fpace? Do they not 
ſet forth to every diſcerning eye, the 
infinite power, glory, and omnipre- 
ſence of che Creator? And do not the 
reſpective inhabitants. of theſe ſy- 
tems ſeem all to partake of his fa- 
ttherly goodneſs? But to deſeribe wor- 

thily the majeſty and wiſdom of the 
Almighty in his works, great or ſmall, 
is above the reach of the human 

mind; as we ſhe, that every year, 
and every day, for ages paſt, have, 
to the diligent enquirer, diſcovered 
new beauties in them all; and will, 
for ages to come, ſtill diſcover new 
+ beauties. and wonders, until the en- 
quiry ceaſes, or time ſhall be no more. 

For, are they not all contrived with 
ſuch amazing powers and ſprings of 
— ſo properly adjuſted to their 
+ onde natures, that aan muſt for 
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attain that happineſs. 
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ally raiſe the admiration of all dili- 
gent and judicious obſervers? BY 
No are the wiſdom and goodnels” | 
of God leſs conſpicuous in his moral 
government of the world, than in its 
firſt production. Having made man 
capable of happineſs, he has given 
him all imaginable encouragement to 
He has ena- 
bled every ſoul clearly to diſcern'the 
eſſential and eternal difference be- 
tween moral good and evil. He has 
endowed him with freedom of will, 
to chuſe the one, and refuſe the o-—- 
ther. He has promiſed endleſs feli- 
city to thoſe who will purſue a courſe 
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ever declare the F 1 
wiſdom of the maker, and perpetu - 


of virtue, and has denounced; perpe- 
tual miſery to ſuch as will perſiſt in 
wickedneſs. The precepts which we 
are commanded to obſerve and prac- 
tiſe, 90 naturally tend to promote our 
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peace and Guicfa tion. here, a as well! As. 


our endleſs beatitude hereaſter. He 
has comforted man under his natural 
frailties and infirmanies, by accepting 
repentance and amendment, inſtead 


of unſinning obedience, for the fake. 


of the atonement made for ſin by the 
Redeemer of the univerſe. He has 
promiſed the aid of his Spirit to thoſe 
who ſincerely endeavour to ſerve him. 
He exhorts them to offer up their 
prayers to him for a daily ſupply of 
all cheir wants, with} aſſurance, that 
he will effectually relieve them, by 
doing always what will tend moſt to 
the advantage of the ſincere and up- 
right petitioner. Add to this, that 
he has planted conſcience in the ſoul, 


to ſting mar with remorſe upon com- 


5 mitting wickedneſs, but to give ſe- 
renity, peace and joy to Pony? who 


| bis ada 
+554 : 8 1 


2 A '4 -” 
he en. l — pe. SLOT „ 
* . * 
7 v 124 
F "In * np. 
* % * 85 2 = 22 
by Y N 2 
4 15 b a 
* 


8 


*. wit I 


_— 


oe . 78 2 N *x N — * 
* * "0p" * {HE 
* P 2 — ** 1 
- - 
0 * *. 
£ Y "> w *ﬀ 
. Sad 
5 1 4 
— o 2 7 * 
= . 
2 
| . 
4 - 
8 — 


e As to a deere 2 


deflee over individuals, a fight at- 
tention to What happens, either to 
one's ſelf, or one's acquaintance, e- 
very day cannat fail to exhibit many 
fi gal proofs of. God's immediate 
care over every ſingle « creature in the 
univerſe, and of the truth of what the 
goſpel declares, that he clothes the 
graſs of the field, and not a ſparrow _ 
is forgotten before him. What others 
have obſerved, I know not; but as to 

myſelf, fo many and fo various have 

been the mercies, which in every pe- 
riod of my life, 1 received from my 

gracious God, that I have not words 
ſufficient to expreſs. my chankfulnch., 


Mi TATION XIII. 


cane ſeveral Vices of avhich-men- | 
are daily guilty, without tte : 
to the hemouſnejs of them. 
S E of thee vices are Lonely! : * 

covetouſmeſs, anger, calumny, re- 
1 Vienge, 
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© Trance, loſs of time, neglect of duty, 
repining at the diſſ penfations of pro- 
vidence, fretfulneſs, angratitude, de- 
caving in ſmall things, and a heart 
not upright with God: All which I 
ſhall briefly "confider in the order 
Here laid down. | 2 
IN committing e, you 
. multiply fin, by inſnaring the inno- 
cent, and when once you have de- 
bauched and ruined them, it is out 
of your power to reclaim them, or 
make them ſufficient reparation for 
the guilt 1 into which you have drawn 
them. Thus you bring æn accumu- 
lated guilt upon your own head, for 
which you ſtand accountable to the 
great Judgeof the univerſe. In what 
manner can you atone for that mul- 
tiplication of ſin? Let us ſuppoſe, that, 
by repentance and amendment, you 
ſhould obtain pardon fox? 22 15 vet 
the other party may pen in vice, 
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to 5 which you pointed the 5; ; 4 
would it not make your heart trem- 
ble, and fill you with terror and a- 

mazement, to refle&, that for a mo- 
mentary gratification, yon have been 
the cauſe of infinite miſery to a'crea- 


ture, made after the image f God, 


which might have continued inno- 

cent, had not your fatal Wr 

intervened? ; 
CoveToOUSNEsS is idolatry, by 


which you affront the Almighty, be- 


eauſe you give that attention, and pay 
that aſſiduous ſervice to mammon, 
which is due to God only. It is al- 
fo frequently productive of great di- 
Kreſs to your neighbour, for which 
you mult make him reparation, or ex- 
pect to be proportionably puniſhed, 
whether yow have got poſſeſſion of 
his ſubſtance, either by fraud, or by 
violence. And ſhould it not make 


the heart of the covetous man trems 
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ble, to think how he is e 
by the Holy Spirit, who calls him 
the coveton's whom Gad'abborreth 5 
WRATH is like an unruly. horſe, 
which you muſt curb and keep in 
with a ſtrong bridle, for if once you 
give him bis head, he may run away 
, with you to your, deſtruction. Or, it 
is like fire, from which you muſt keep 
at a diſtance, for if it once ſeizes upon 
you, it may burn you to aſhes. Be 
cautious therefore, and when you firſt 
perceive your choler or indignation: 
to be moved, Hee and make your e- 
ſcape to God for protection, and im- 
plore his aid, that it may not faſten 
upon you ſuddenly. Your own rea-- | 
Jon, if you will conſult it, will teach 
yon the neceſſity of this caution and 
retreat. Since, therefore, you know 
the conſequence, check your paſſion 
by all means ne and 9 che 
ages... 24.00 
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if clue is both fooliſh "and 
wicked, it does no good to thereviler, 
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nor wor! reformation in the re- 
„ viled. This fin proceeds moſt fre- 
\ | quently from malice, which is odious 
to the Deity ; ſo that, in committing 
1 it, you offend the great Lord and Fa- 
t ther of the univerſe, without doing 
>. | tbe leaſt good, either to Poe or 
a 50 another. A 
< REVENGE is ;nconGiltent with 
R peace here, or happineſs hereafter. In 
contriving the means of executing 
vengeance, you loſe your inward ſa- 


tis faction and tranquillity of mind; 
and in reſolving not to forgive your 

enemies, according to God's pokitive 
command, you forfeit your claim to 
that pardon of your own trefpaſles, 
which is promiſed to thoſe only who 
forgive the injuries done to them- 
ſelves. Is there any degree of wiſdom 
| ai this behaviour! You will not for- 
. 9989000 O3 give 
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ive an hundred pence to your tits 
w ſervant, but execute you e- 
venge, and take him by the throat, 
until he pays the debt, regardleſs, at 
the ſame time, of the ten thouſand: 
talents vou oe to your maſter, 
who, at your humble requeſt, would. 
have. compaſſion on you, if your un 
relenting cruelty. to another had not 
obſtructed his e., e ene, 
EN vx is both an impious f 
; . vice. To be diſſatisfied with: 
the diſtribution that the wile Father 
of the univerſe makes of: the good 
things of this world, which are all his 
own property, and which, for excel 
lent reaſons, he diſpenſes to different 
| perſons, i in various proportions, looks 
Uke calling him to account for his 
government, as if frail man could 
have ordered things better, and made 
a more equitable partition. Shocking 
| e What n 
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has beſtowed; upon. him, is to arraign 
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providence: as partial to. him, and. 
regardleſs of our extraordinary me- 
Tit, of which we. ourſelves entertain 
= high. and groundleſs opi⁰tEL¼l. 
PRIDE is a filly unnatural wies, 

and. was not made for man who- 
ſprang. from the duſt. . What has he 

to be proud of? Is. birth, beauty, or 
bodily. ltrength, a juſt eauſe for pride? 
As to birth, is it not more honourable 
to work out ones on ͤdignity, and 
derive his eſteem in the world from 


SIE v4 


| virtue and merit; than to be the de 


generate offspring of an illuſtrious 
family? Tbe triumph of ſtrengeh or. 
beauty is but of a1 hort duratiom 
and gives no ground for pride- A 
ſharp fit of ſickneſs wilk ſoon: demo. 
lifh.. both; or, ſhonld:! they eſcape 
ſuch. a ſuoke, the, courſe of Afew - 
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| years wilt be ae complete EY 
ruin. Have we any greater teaſonto 
be proud of our intellectual faculties, 
which are equally liable with our bo- 
dies to decay, and even to periſn by 
a thouſand accidents? If a man has 
good moral qualities, theſe ſurely 
dught not to ſwell his pride; for who- 
ever ſeriouſly examines his own 
heart, and the paſt actions of his life, 
will, in the progreſs of that exami- 
nation, find much greater cauſe for 
ſhame and confuſion of face, than 
for pride and arrogane. 
LIN e is an infamous debaſing 
fin, chat brings ſhame and reproack 
upon the liar; and acts in direct op- 
Poſition to the plain purpoſe of God, 
in giving che uſe of ſpeech” to man 
which was, that chereby he might 
communicate his real and genuine 
thoughts to his neighbour. If a lie 
: Chl on ee gull 
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15 e ul the conjunction of 
fraud wich falſhood. If it proceeds | 


D 

D 

„from vanity,.to-magnify one's ſelf; it. 
rarely anſwers the purpoſe of theliar, 
4 | 
S 

4 


becauſe; a cuſtom of lying ſinks a 
man into a contemptible retch, and 
all that he affirms goes for nothing. 
In ſhort, it is a vile unmaiily vice, 
introducing confuſion (as far as the 
, influence. of the: liar reaches) into 
4 the moral government of the world, 
edious to God, and N men 61 
tieularly diſgraceful. 

INTEMPER ANCE ts. 
very exceſs in eating or drinking, 
and in indulging our appetites or paf-. 
ſions, which in any meaſure diſorders 
the mind or body, or renders enter of 
them unfit to ſerve God,  our-neigh-- - 
bours, or ourſelves. The pleaſure f 
eatingor drinking laſts no longer than. 3 
until our natural appetite for them is 
e is always within the 

2c! bounds: 
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Funds of 8 0 But to eat bo 


— dint morethan anſwers the pürpoſe 
of refreſhment; is a brutal indulgence 


God, expoſes us to diſtempers and 
infamy, and plainly proves us un- 
worthy of that reaſon by which we 
are diſtinguiſhed from the brute cre- 
ation; And all exceſſes of different 
kinds are equally pernicious. -- - 

Loss of time is a fatal error. This 


world is our ſtate of trial. If we em- 
ploy our continuance here as we 
ought to do, wie ſhall meet with a 
gracious reception hereafter; but if 
we miſpend and trifle it away, there 


is no calling the time back again; 
we ſhall have cauſe for ever to lament 
that we have not made a better uſe 


of it. When a man is near his end, 


and ready to appear before the tri- 


wt = eo ow ke of 3 


1 


that waſtes the good ereatures of 


F r 


bunal of God, to give an account of 
his actions, what would he not give 


for K a reprieve * a 1 of health, 1 
to 2 himſelf, by ſerious nepenr; : 3 
tance and amendment, for ſuch an * 
appearance? Why will he therefore, 

| unbappily, loſe his time, while yethe. 
bas it in his power to workout his o | I 
- || falvation with fear and trembling: 3 
; To neglect our duty of praiſe anc: — 
7 5 adoration to God is an ungrateful 
© | and fooliſh fin. Our whole depen- 
I dence is upon him, our whole ſub- 

S | fiſtence is from him, and if he ſhould 

3 withdraw his protection but for a 
* moment, we are undone. He re- 

= quires. not all our attention, or all 
e 


our time, but only that dur hearts 


© | ſhould be ſincere and upright in our 
attachment to him. And, if we have 
t any true ſenſe of his goodneſs, and 1 
e | of our own wants and weakneſs, ve 
„ J ought to rejoice; in the privilege 
119 being permitted to adore his per- 

f fections, and to implore Nemec 
e Lon and mercy. 1175 ct bas fi . 
81 To 
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. repine at the diſpenfagehl of 
providence i is a com plicated ſin, more 


eenormous chan is commonly imagi- 
FF. © ned 1. It includes pride, and a hi gh 
| conceit of our own'merit, as if we 
ue ourſelyes ber locked 0 or 8. 


de mere Wet.” ed cen- N 
ſures the wiſdom and juſtice of God 
in the government of the world, as = | - 
he was partial in his diſtributions, ane 
did not pay © fuſficientregard to pet - |. 
ſons of our importance. Deteſtable 
vanity! 3. It argues a fretful, diſcon- 
rented; ungrateful ſpirit, a frame of 
mind which exeludes peace and con- 
tentment chere ver it has taken poſſeſ- 
ſion: So chat this ſin of x repining, com- 
prehends pride, audaciouſneſs, impie- 
ty, ingratitude, and a peeviſhneſs in- 
conſiſtent with any degree of felicity. 
FR ETTULNxss is alſo a heinous 
complicated guilt.” It is a nature 


of pride and im patience. We think” 
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ourſelves ſuch curioſities, that every 


thing ſhould be :ſubſervient to our 


humours; and when. any thing haps 


pens to obſtruct our profit or pleaſure, 
our indignation is preſentlyraiſed, be 


the obſtruction ever ſo harmleſs, and 
we treat it with ſcorn and inſolence. 


and madneſs, treat us as we do our 


fellow creatures, with contempt and 


diſdain, what miſerable, unhappy 


wretches muſt we be? And how dare 
we take the liberty to inſult or abuſe 


perſons much more valuable, perhaps, 
in the fight of God than ourſelves? 


' INGRAT1TUDE is reckoned ſuch 
an odious vice, even among ſinful 
creatures like ourſelves, that hewhos 
guilty off it, is thbugli capable of any 


wickednefs.” But what is our in grati- 


tude to man, compared with our in- 
gratitude to the Almighty? To deſert 
1 or rebel againſt; him, from 

(4108 P whom 


1 e 
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whom we have our being, and every 


bleſſing we enjoy, is a moſt _ 
ble infatuation. Ought not a 
rous mind rather to ſuffer any alflie 


tion, than run the riſk of wilfully of- 
fending ſo much condeſcenſion and 


goodneſs, which is {till ready to re- 
ctive men upon their repentance and 


amendment, notwithſtanding their 


former baſeneſs and unthankfulneſs? 
| To deceive in ſmall things, ſhews 


A corrupt heart; and he who will give 


imſelf the liberty to deceive in ſmall 
matters, would undouhtedly deceive 


in the greateſt, becauſe they bring 
more gain, if he were not afraid that 
great frauds would be more carefully 


enquired into, and ſooner diſcovered, 
to his confuſion and ruin. For, as he 


is. not inffuenced by any principle of 


regard to God, who ſees all he does, 
but only by the fear of ſhame and 


Secnporary puniſhment, he is full as 
a 5 2 At i 71 1 | guilty 


guilty who cheats in a trifle;:as he 
who defrauds in a matter of great 
conſequence. - All the difference 


ſeems to be, that the loſs is not ſo 


Roman ſenate under Tiberius, would: 


add Chriſt to the number of their gods, 
butwould worſhip all their other falſe 
deities at the ſame time. He is cal - 
led a jealous God, and requires the 


whole heart, and ſurely a heart fixed 


on any idol is not worth his . 


tance. 
A THOUSAND . if we were 


capable of reflecting wiſely, would 


determine us to ſerve andworſhiphim 
alone, with ſincerity and faithfulneſs; 


2 let us not» deceive: ourſelves, he 


P. 2 


great to the perſon injured, but ſtil 
the badneſs-of. heart in. the deceiver 
is equally, unjuſtifiable. 

A HEART-not upright with God, 
is a heart divided between God and 
mammon: A heart, which, like the 


fm 1 


wills not be mocked; and can __ 
_ be pleaſed wich partial ſerviee. O 
my gracious God, let me never he- 
ſitate between my duty to thee, and 
the deluſion of - -my appetites: and 
paſſions jlet 'rivy heart be heneff, 
pure, and conſtant, - in an univerſal 
obedience and refignation to thy ho- 
| 3 all 7 rr . 1 
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Fon my part; I ſee in Ae chi 

an ſyſtem ſuch evident marks, of 
truth, hay and goodneſs, and 
ſuch proofs. of” che approbation of 
the Deity, that 1 muſt believe it 
came from heaven. 

Ixx the firſt place, the attributes of 
| his Almighty; as they are plainly ſet 
forth in this fyſtem, and the fincert- 


| k: With Which” man is directed to 
. worſhip 


— 
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3 I 
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reſurrectien of our Lord (Which is 


worſhip bim in a pit and i in i 
are worthy of the ruler of cde un; 
verſe; which, ſo far asTknow, cannot 
be ſaid of any other religion. Be- 
ſides, the precepts given in the bade, 85 
for the conduct of dur lives, have all A 
of them a natural tendeney to ſecure: | 1 4 
our peace and happineſs throughout: 
the whole duration of our exiſtencæa. 
Ix the next place, the many bene 
ficene.mitacles [performed ny: 
y Jeſus Chriſt and his apoftles, in 
bed Anton of their miſſion, are, to 
my apprehenſion, a ſure teſtimony of 
the approbation of God, without 
"whoſe immediate power they could 
not be performed. But eſpecially the 


> 
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proved by a ſtronger” and fuller evi- 
dence than perlia ps any matter of fact 
ever was) is a demonſtration that he 
mo ſent by God; for ſure, no man 

N that che W would, 


e i a collulinn; with an impo- 
Y tor, -and:'exert. his amipessnse, to 
# I 5 give ſanction to· a . . 


Ace, our Saviour's prediction 
1 of his: oven death and reſurrection; of 


the deſcent; of the Holy Ghoſt; of 
dhe converſion of the Gentiles; of the 
cC«ealamities of the Jews, the total de- 
ſitruction of their city, temple, and 
government; which, we know eat this: 
Aay to have. been all completely veri- 
ſſ.ied, were, at the time they happened, 
an irreſiſtible, and ſtill continue a per- 
mäaanent demonſtration of his divine 
miſſion. Laſtly, I can ſee no worldly 
intereſt, or ſelfiſh views of riches, ho- 
nour, pleaſure, or power, purſued by 
' Jeſus Chriſt, or his apoſtles; or by the 
Lees Chriſtians; but, on the con- 
, 1 find them meekly and pati-- 

4 offering all manner of hard- 
ſpips and cruelties for the ſake, of 
© Truth, and for the benen of mankind, . 
NE Q Mos. 
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| O nor gracious God, as Tar... 
guilty of many grieveus ſins, fun 
Which I have no excuſe to plead, an! 
can make no reſtitution, What hope. | 


* 
— 


of pardon, can I entertain but the 
„ ; "5 9 


*. 


. the merits of Chriſt, and upon the _ = 
| <onditionis'of the goſpel? Towed/uns 
| Hfitining/obetlience-to my Maker, but 
chat law 1 have broken, and thereby = 
- | forfeited my claim to his favour. 
- | Without mercy I muſt be for ever | 
» | miſerable; but where ſhall I find that 


: 


- mercy? T-perceive, by the Chriss? 
- fyſtem, O my God, that thou haſtt 
' | feat thy Son to the world, to offer his 


- | Hife @ ſacrifice for fin, and te recon- 
cdile man to thee: For this revelation 

of thy will, and for the ineſtimable 
- | benefit thereby aceruing to mankind” 
-- |  1hbumbly deſire to magnify and adore 
- | -thy name forever. I defire alſo tio 
f | embracethe conditions of the goſpel, _ Bs, 
.. 70 live ſoberly, rightegully; ao Sed 8 +; 
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my power, and to rely on the ſatis- 
faction made by my Redeemer for 


that mercy which I myſelf could ne- 


ver merit. O let all my paſt fins, 
for which I ſincerely aſk thy par- 
don, be waſhed away by the blood 
of the Lamb of God, and give me 
the aid of thy bleſſed Spirit, to 
root out of my..hgart all ſinful and 


corrupt affections, and to implant, 


in their room, all thoſe devout and 
pious diſpoſitions that become the 
worſhippers of the holy Jeſus. Lord 
Jeſu, receive my 1] pirit, and let me 
meet with a . reception at 
! — 


